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RE: Importance of Juvenile Reform

Executive Summary:
The term ‘Juvenile Reform’ refers to programs or centers that help youths from making mistakes in the future that become lifelong barriers. It is programs in place to assist youths to develop a safe environment to keep away from problems. Juveniles can reduce recidivism by being involved in programs. It is important to have these programs in place before, during, and after incarceration in order to see a progress. A variety of programs should be in place in jails or prisons in order to help offenders succeed once they are out of prison or jail without having to pay a large bill over the treatment or rehabilitation centers. Juvenile struggle with school performance, mental health problems, unstable or unsupportive family relationships, peer pressure, and poverty. These may be some of the reasons why juvenile reoffend and they may not want to seek the help they need for some of the programs being offered due to low income or no support. There needs to be rehabilitation centers or programs in place to help those in need instead of locking offenders up and throwing away the key. Juveniles also face unemployment due to their record. The justice system needs to provide more for those who are facing obstacles that are hard to overcome without help.

Background:
Juvenile recidivism is a major problem in the U.S. It was stated by the U.S. Department of Justice that they keep track of some released inmates from 30 different states and within the three years of being released, it has shown that 68% were arrested for a new crime. This percentage jumped after six years to 79% then 83% after nine years. One of the major offenses for a number of individuals is drug offenses. There are 1.5 million drug offenses that were either possessed or sold (Belenko, S., Hiller, M., & Hamilton, L 2013). Steven Belenko, Matthew Hiller, and Leah Hamilton published their findings in a study titled Treating Substance Use Disorders in the Criminal Justice System. They stated that there were about 2.3 million incarcerated adults including 736,000 in local jails on an average day and 1,382,418 in state prisons, and 216,362 in federal prisons which 48% of them were convicted of drug crimes. Prisons are overcrowded due to people who have mostly drug charges which is not known as a violent crime.

Recommendations:
Recognizing the problems juveniles are facing in the justice system, I recommend the following:
· First of all, to not require youths to pay for rehabilitation centers or programs that are able to help them in the long run. It should not be forced to pay for a program or center that will help the juvenile do well in the community and make them a better person.
· I encourage to have these programs in place before, during, and after incarceration in order to see a progress from troubled youths. It is important to be able to provide resources that are able to help those who do not have a support system, unemployment, mental health problems, and poverty. Programs such as rehabilitation centers, educational programs, and technical skills should be in place in every state which can be place in at least twenty counties in prisons and/or jails across Nebraska.
