NEBRASKA

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Good Life. Great Strength.

November 21, 2021

Governor Pete Ricketts and

Patrick J. O’Donnell, Clerk of the Legislature
State Capital

Lincoln, NE 68509

Dear Governor Ricketts and Mr. O’Donnell:

Nebraska Revised Statute 81-827 requires the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) to contract all
costs to maintain one single-engine air tanker (SEAT) in Nebraska available to provide aerial suppression flights
in fighting wildfires. NEMA is also required to report annually, no later than December 1, to the Governor and
the Clerk of the Legislature regarding deployment of the SEAT.

The 2021 fire deployment for Tanker 854 was the eighth year of the program. Processes and procedures have
resulted in an average response time of 15 minutes from request to wheels up. This year there was no delays in
response and no denials for deployments.

The Nebraska SEAT bases supplied retardant for out of state SEAT’s flying on fires within and outside of the
state, these are listed in table 1.

Nebraska works in coordination with surrounding states to allow deployment of the Nebraska funded SEAT to

locations outside of the state as long as fires within the state of Nebraska receive priority for deployment of the
Nebraska SEAT over requests to support fires elsewhere. The Great Plains Interagency Dispatch Center (GPQC)
manages the deployment of all SEAT aircraft in the entire region.

The most recent contract/activation period for the Nebraska SEAT occurred June 28 through October 10, 2021
(105 operational days). A list of aerial suppression flights flown in 2021 (Table 1) as well as a report of costs
associated with the SEAT program for 2021 (Table 2) are attached.

Please contact me with any questions.
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Assistant Director

Attachments as stated

Daryl Bohac, Director
Nebraska Emergency Management Agency

2433 NW. 24" Street OFFICE 402-471-7421 FAX 402-471-7433
Lincoln, Nebraska 68524

nema.nebraska.gov
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