NEBRASKA

Good Life. Great Mission.

DEPT. OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Pete Ricketts, Governor

October 15, 2020

Patrick O’'Donnell, Clerk of the Legislature
State Capitol, Room 2018

P.O. Box 94604

Lincoln, NE 68509

Dear Mr. O'Donnell,

Nebraska Statute 83-4,134.01 requires Nebraska’s juvenile facilities to report quarterly to the Legislature
within two weeks after the end of each quarter, information regarding the use of room confinement in
Nebraska'’s juvenile facilities.

Attached, please find a letter certifying that the Whitehall Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facility and the
Hastings Juvenile Chemical Dependency Program did not utilize room confinement for the first quarter of
fiscal year 2020/2021.

The Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center-Geneva (YRTC-G), has also re-opened as a re-entry
program for female youth. Youth were admitted to this facility on February 18, 2020. The YRTC-G has not
utilized room confinement for any youth during the first quarter of fiscal year 2020/2021. A letter is attached
certifying that no confinement was used during this timeframe.

Also attached is the room confinement usage data for both the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center
at Kearney and the DHHS Office of Juvenile Services (DHHS OJS) Lincoln facility for the first quarter of
fiscal year 2020/2021. DHHS, through the restructuring of the YRTC system, has now established the
DHHS 0OJS Lincoln Facility. Youth were admitted to this facility on February 18, 2020.

The Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center system continues to use room confinement as a
behavioral management tool for the high risk youth in our care. Efforts are continually being made to
ensure that youth are only in confinement for the shortest amount of time possible to ensure their safety
and the safety of the other youth and staff around them.

Sincerely,

A

Mark LaBouchardiere
Office of Juvenile Services Administrator
Department of Health and Human Services

Attachment
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NEBRASKA

Good Life. Great Mission.

DEPT. OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Pete Ricketts, Governor

October 15, 2020

Patrick O’'Donnell, Clerk of the Legislature
State Capitol, Room 2018

P.O. Box 94604

Lincoln, NE 68509

Mr. O’Donnell,

Nebraska Statute 83-4,134.01 requires Nebraska's juvenile facilities to report quarterly to the Legislature
and the Office of the Inspector General within two weeks after the end of each quarter, information regarding
the use of room confinement in Nebraska's juvenile facilities.

The Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center (YRTC) - Geneva has re-opened as a re-entry program for female
youth who will be returning to the community and have met their treatment goals at the main YRTC-Kearney
campus. The YRTC-Geneva has not utilized room confinement during the first quarter of fiscal year 2020/2021,
encompassing the time frame from July 1, 2020 to September 30, 2020.

Mark LaBouchardiere
Office of Juvenile Services Administrator
Department of Health and Human Services

Helping People Live Better Lives



NEBRASKA

Good Life. Great Mission.

DEPT. OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Pete Ricketts, Governor

October 15, 2020

Patrick O’Donnell, Clerk of the Legislature
State Capitol, Room 2018

P.O. Box 94604

Lincoln, NE 68509

Mr. O’'Donnell,

Nebraska Statute 83-4,134.01 requires Nebraska's juvenile facilities to report quarterly to the Legislature
and the Office of the Inspector General within two weeks after the end of each quarter, information regarding
the use of room confinement in Nebraska's juvenile facilities.

As you are aware, the Hastings Juvenile Chemical Dependency Program and the Whitehall Psychiatric Residential
Treatment Facility do not use room confinement for any juvenile in our care.

Respectfully, the Hastings Juvenile Chemical Dependency Program submits the following information for usage of
room confinement for the first quarter of fiscal year 2020/2021.

e July 1, 2020 to September 30, 2020: No room confinement was used.

The Whitehall Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facility submits the following information for usage of room
confinement for the first quarter of fiscal year 2020/2021.

e AlJuly1, 2020 to September 30, 2020: No room confinement was used.

While the child care license in which the Hastings Juvenile Chemical Dependency Program and the Whitehall
Psychiatric Treatment Facility is authorized to provide services allows for the use of room confinement, both
facilities have elected to not use this as an option for behavioral management for our youth and as such does not
allow this practice in our policies or procedures. The facility staff have elected and will continue to use behavioral
management techniques with youth that aid in their de-escalation without the use of room confinement but still
provide the safest environment for our youth and staff.

Mark LaBouchardiere
Office of Juvenile Services Administrator
Department of Health and Human Services

Helping People Live Better Lives
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2802 30th Avenue Legislative Juvenlie Room Confinement Reporting
Keamey, NE 68345 July 1, 2020 through September 30, 2020
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Youth Rerutdnines Trabwment Conler Leamey First Quarter 2020
TEAT KT e Legislative Juvenlle Room Confinement Reporting.
July 1, 2020 through Seplembey 30, 2020
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Youlh Rehabilitation Trealment Canter-Keamey
2802 30th Avenue
Keamey, NE 68345

First Cuarter 2020

Legislative Juvenile Room Confinement Reporting

July 1, 2020 through September 30, 2020
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Youth Rehabllitallon Treatment Center-Kearney
2802 30th Avenue
Kearney, NE 68845

First Quarter 2020
Legislative Juvenlle Room Confinement Reporting
July 1, 2020 through September 30, 2020
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Youth Rehabllitation Treatment Cemter-Kearney
2802 30th Avenue
Kearney, NE 68845

Flrst Quarter 2020

Legislative Juvenile Room Confinement Reporting

July 1, 2020 through September 30, 2020
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