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[LB18A LB46 LB58 LB178 LB188 LB191 LB289 LB403 LB404 LB419 LB602 LB666
LB667]

PRESIDENT FOLEY PRESIDING

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the George W. Norris
Legislative Chamber for the sixteenth day of the One Hundred Fifth Legislature, First Session.
Our chaplain for today is Senator Albrecht. Please rise.

SENATOR ALBRECHT: (Prayer offered.)

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thanks, Senator Albrecht. | call to order the sixteenth day of the One
Hundred Fifth Legislature, First Session. Senators, please record your presence. Roll call. Mr.
Clerk, please record.

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

PRESENT FOLEY: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Are there any corrections to the Journal?
CLERK: I have no corrections.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thank you, sir. Are there any messages, reports, or announcements?

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator McCollister would like to withdraw LB419. Senator Stinner
would like to withdraw LB403. Those will be laid over. Hearing notice from the Revenue
Committee signed by Senator Smith. And a communication from the Executive Board regarding
the appointment of the Election Qualifications Challenge Committee. That's offered by Senator
Watermeier as Chair of the board. That's all that | have, Mr. President. (Legislative Journal pages
353-354.) [LB419 LB403]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. We'll now proceed to the first item on the agenda.
Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, permanent rules. The motion is to adopt permanent rules...I'm sorry. Mr.
President, | apologize to the body. First of all, Natural Resources Committee confirmation report.
Senator Hughes, | have three appointments to the Games and Parks Commission. (Legislative
Journal page 322.)
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PRESIDENT FOLEY: Senator Hughes, you're recognized to open on the confirmation report.

SENATOR HUGHES: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the Legislature. | do present for
your approval today three persons to the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. All three of
these gentlemen participated in their confirmation hearings before the Natural Resource
Committee on January 20. All three gentlemen impressed the committee with their enthusiasm
and extensive backgrounds. They also answered the questions posed to them to the satisfaction
of the committee. All three appointees were very passionate and excited to serve in the Game
and Parks Commission. The first candidate we heard from was Patrick Berggren from Broken
Bow, Nebraska. Patrick is a reappointment to the commission as the District 6 representative. He
took his father's position on the commission in 2016 when his father passed away. He is a
construction owner of Berggren Home Builders in Broken Bow. Next the committee heard from
Henry "Rick" Brandt from Roca, Nebraska. Henry goes by Rick and is a new appointee to the
commission as the District 8 representative replacing Dr. Kent Forney. Rick is the president and
owner of Brandt Excavating and he was an outfitter in Montana for seven years and now serves
as a volunteer for the Nebraska Game and Parks monitoring big game in the Fort Robinson area.
He and his wife have a passion for wildlife and wild places like Nebraska and want to pass it on.
And lastly, the committee heard from James Ernst from Columbus. Jim is also a new appointee
to the commission representing District 3 and replacing Mick Jensen. Jim is the president of
Ernst Auto Center and Ernst Toyota in Columbus. Jim is a lifelong advocate of the commission
and of conservation and is looking forward to serving the state. The committee approved all
three appointments by a 7-0 vote with one committee member absent. | ask the body for your
confirmation of Patrick Berggren, Henry "Rick" Brandt, and James Ernst to the Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission. Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thank you, Senator Hughes. Debate is now open on the confirmation
report of the Natural Resources Committee. Senator Chambers, you are recognized.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. President. | would like to ask Senator Hughes a
question or two if he will yield.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Senator Hughes, would you yield, please?
SENATOR HUGHES: Of course.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Hughes, do you know how the districts from which these
people are selected were drawn and by whom?
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SENATOR HUGHES: | believe the Legislature did that a few years ago when we went from
confined districts to an at-large position.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Now, these commissioners are not elected from these districts, are
they?

SENATOR HUGHES: No, sir.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: How, then, do they arrive on that commission? And this is all for the
record. | know, but | want to put it on the record.

SENATOR HUGHES: They are appointed by the Governor.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Hughes, as the Chairperson of the Natural Resources
Committee, had you ever thought about the possibility of an elected commission?

SENATOR HUGHES: | have not.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Were any of these gentlemen asked their view as to whether or not
they think the wildlife in this state is, in fact, a natural resource?

SENATOR HUGHES: | do not believe that question came up during the committee confirmation
process, but | have had private conversations with these gentlemen, and I do believe they are very
concerned about the wildlife and the parks and other charges of the Game and Parks
Commission.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: | don't know if they discussed this with specificity when they talked to
you, but did you get the impression that they believe that wildlife belongs to all citizens of the
state and not just those who hunt, trap, and fish for the wildlife?

SENATOR HUGHES: From my impression from my conversations with them, they are
concerned about protecting and managing the wildlife and the Game and Parks areas in the state
for the benefit of all Nebraskans.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And this is a question to you. Do you believe that the wildlife, which
comprises a natural resource, belongs to all of the citizenry or just those who hunt, trap, and fish
with reference to the wildlife?
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SENATOR HUGHES: It belongs to all the citizens of Nebraska.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Members of the Legislature, | could anticipate every
answer that Senator Hughes gave, but by asking him it's not necessary for me to launch into a
discussion of those points. I am considering bringing a bill, not this session obviously, requiring
the election of these people by district. Animals, wildlife, do belong to all people. In the old days
the king owned everything. Right now it is acknowledged that wildlife does not belong to the
persons on whose land the wildlife might happen to pass through or take up residency on or in. If
deer are on your property, you cannot at any time and on a whim go out and Kill those deer
because they are on your property. They don't become a part of your property which you own
because they are on your property.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: | do not think there has been proper representation on that
commission, and | say that because | look at some of the rules and regulations they adopt. |
became more interested in this entire area and concerned when | saw that they created a hunting
season for mountain lions primarily to give hunters a chance to kill some of these animals. That
is not satisfactory to me. | will stop at this point and turn on my light to complete it. Thank you,
Mr. President.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Schumacher, you're recognized.

SENATOR SCHUMACHER: Thank you, Mr. President and members of the body. I rise briefly
to endorse the appointment of Jim Ernst from Columbus to the commission. I've known Jim for a
long time. He is a really, really concerned citizen who wants to make sure that our game is
properly managed in this state and to protect the resources of the state. He has operated Ernst
Automobile in Columbus for years and years, highly respected in the community, and | think that
Jim will listen to all sides on these issues that Senator Chambers has raised and do a
conscientious job on the Game Commission. Thank you.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thanks, Senator Schumacher. Senator Harr, you're recognized.

SENATOR HARR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker...Mr. President. | want to rise and thank those who
came before these nominees for their hard work that they did on the Game and Parks. So often
there's an emphasis on the game parts and less often on the parks. And this last group that are
leaving and the new members who | had the privilege of meeting last weekend, they understand
the importance of our parks as well. They're working hard to update our parks around
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Columbus...excuse me, not Columbus, around Mahoney State Park, Platte River State Park, and
there's a third one in there, Schramm. So | want to thank them in their work and in addition for
their work on helping protect our game in this state both for the hunters and for the natural
wildlife of our state. And with that, | would yield the remainder of my time to Senator
Chambers.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Senator Chambers, 4:00. Thank you, Senator Harr.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you, Senator Harr. And to put
Senator Hughes at ease, | have no objection to any of these gentlemen and I intend to vote in
favor of these appointments. My concern goes beyond any individual, but my contacts with the
Game and Parks Commission have not been wholesome. They have not been positive. They have
been adversarial. There is now a mountain lion preservation plate. The Game and Parks spoke
against that plate. They appeared at the committee hearing and spoke officially against that plate.
They were not speaking against the plate, they were speaking against Senator Chambers. But Jim
Douglas, the executive director, had to acknowledge at their most recent Game and Parks
Commission public meeting that these plates have sold beyond anybody's expectation with the
exception of myself. When the bill was introduced, the fiscal note estimated that they might
bring in $20,000. More than $28,000 have been brought in. More will be brought in. The sales
have been a surprise to people in the Motor Vehicles Department and other places, because
there's a blind spot in the eye of people who currently run the Game and Parks Commission. And
I will be quite frank with you all, the last time | was term limited out of the Legislature, |
immediately, the day after the session ended, took a seat on the Learning Community Council
and I'd helped create it. | don't like to be idle. In the interest of full disclosure, I'm going to bring
that bill to elect members by district. | could never get an appointment. And should that bill
succeed in being enacted, | may, if I'm still hail and hearty, have a sound mind and a sound body,
and am so disposed, I will run for a seat on the Game and Parks Commission. | have never been
one to take pot shots from the outside when there is an issue in which I take a strong interest. So
that is ultimately what | may do. But | noticed the other day...just yesterday that a mountain lion
that had been captured in Omaha around 114th and Dodge Street died after spending years in the
z00. They tranquilized the animal. They don't have to kill these animals in Nebraska. Not one
time since these animals began to be reintroduced into Nebraska in the early 1900s, not one
record of any mountain lion attacking or menacing a human being. Although not confirmed,
there may have been two times in all of that period when livestock were attacked by mountain
lions. | think it is vicious. | think it is unwarranted. | think it is immoral to kill these majestic
animals just so hunters can have a chance to do so. And beyond that, when the Game and Parks
conducts a lottery, these animals are tracked down by dogs.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Senator Chambers, you're now on your time. You may continue.
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: I'm sorry that I overshot...thank you....so to speak.
PRESIDENT FOLEY: No, you're on your time. Go ahead.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. President. And when my light goes off, I'm going to
turn it on one more time. It is not hunting in the sense of what that term means when people want
to glamorize and lionize hunters. Dogs should not be allowed. The first so-called hunting season
they had in this state, the ones who had gotten one of these lotteries and then there is a drawing
for somebody, they were allowed to use dogs because they were not smart enough. They were
not capable enough to behave as you would think a hunter would want to behave, matching wits
with the quarry even though the hunter is armed and the animal is not. So this kid who had some
kind of rare disease was taken on the hunt. And they treed a mountain lion. The mountain lion
behaved in accord with the nature that that God, which you all claim to believe in, had imbued
that animal with. It did not try to attack the hunters. It tried to elude the hunters. It climbed a tree
which should have been a place of refuge and safety. The hunters knew this because that intellect
which the God you all claim to worship had been given to them allowed them to know how these
animals behave. The animal was not aware that it was an uneven contest and that those who were
imbued with a higher spirit, a higher worth than this lower form of life would behave in this
manner. So having resorted to what your God had imbued this animal with, it was perched in a
tree. The man, with this boy who had this disease which might have endangered his life, had as
his uppermost goal to kill an unoffending, beautiful beast. That's what he wanted to do. That's
how he was raised. That was the core values that he had from the rural areas; kill, kill, kill, and
do it in a way that is not sporting. | don't think it's ever sporting to kill an animal unless you're
going to match that animal hand to hand, mono a mono. But they don't do that. And if the
animals were armed, you wouldn't have any hunters out there. So the daddy helped this boy
steady this rifle on a branch, and it happened that the name of the weapon was also descriptive of
the nature of the kid and his daddy; it was a Savage. That was the name of the rifle. Daddy
helped him steady the gun. Then they shot the animal out of the tree, and there was great joy in
the community that they hailed from because of this great act by the great white hunters. And |
was tremendously outraged and offended. And since then, | have had a burr under my saddle, so
to speak, as far as Game and Parks is concerned and I'm not going to relent. And did you say my
time, | had a minute? If so, will stop at this point.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: You have one minute and then you have one more opportunity, if you care
to use it.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Say it again.
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PRESIDENT FOLEY: You have one minute remaining and you have one more opportunity of
five minutes, if you care to use that.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Should I just continue then?
PRESIDENT FOLEY: Just continue on, Senator.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. | am saying this because | have a bill before Senator
Hughes's committee, which they will kill, 1 know. But I'm going to keep that issue before the
Legislature. And I've tried to give signals that are not subtle to my colleagues that when 1 make
up my mind to keep something before the body, I know how to do it and I shall do it. The
removal of one problem that faced the entire Legislature does not cause me to sit back and say,
now is time to rest. It's time for me to move to the next item, the next item of business. And |
want the new people who don't know me to be introduced to who | am and what it is that |
believe in based on what | say and what | do. What you see is what you get. You might
misconstrue it, you might misinterpret it, but it's out there to be understood by anybody who has
sense enough to see and eyes with enough acuity to perceive. This that is before us this morning
right now, I've stated and I'll state it again, I intend to vote for it. It gave me an opportunity near
the beginning to say what my inclination is at this time. And I'm not condemning Senator
Hughes or his committee by saying they'll kill the bill. That's what they're there for. That's what
they do. Should I be surprised if a pig gets caught under the gate and goes, oink? No, the oink is
in the pig. So | know what that Natural Resources Committee is going to do and | am prepared
for it. But when things come on the floor, that becomes an arena where | have the opportunity to
do what it is that I'm able to do, and I intend to do that. | am not going to get tired. I'm not going
to get discouraged. | shall not run out of things to say. And to give you another heads up, there
are court cases that I intend to read when we come to certain issues and portions of certain court
cases so that the record will be clear. One of those issues is abortion. People talk about Roe v.
Wade, the signature U.S. Supreme Court decision which carved out, some people say, a privacy
right for women that allows women to be women and control their own bodies, their own
reproductive activity. But ever since that happened, male dominated churches, male dominated
political parties have said to women, you don't own your body. You don't own yourself. You are
like a chattel. You are background noise. When have you ever heard of a trophy husband? But
you hear of trophy wives. Trump has had three of them, and one of them is smart enough not to
spend time at the White House in Washington, D.C. You wouldn't even know she existed. She is
at home rearing her son. And I think one of the worst things that happened, forget Trump, was
when somebody took out after that 10-year-old little boy. He didn't choose his father. If he had a
choice, do you think he would have been Trump's son? They don't have a choice. And anybody
who would attack a child because the parents are not liked is like God, just like God. You know
what God said? The fathers have eaten sour grapes and the children's teeth are set on edge. When
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the fathers offend, the punishment shall be visited on the children down to the third generation.
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So | don't have respect for that kind of god. Just like I don't have respect for that person who took
out after that little boy, his name is Barron--with two r's in the middle of his name--and maybe
there should be an e before the n instead of an o because his life is going to be barren indeed.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: He has nothing in the way of a role model. His daddy talked about
how women should be grabbed, how to make fun of people who are disabled, how to condemn
and mock the family who had a son who gave his life for this country, but not directly so, to save
the men who were under his command. And he could be mocked and ridiculed. Do you think
anybody in Nebraska would care about that? No, because they love Trump more than they love
their God, more than they love their Jesus, more than they love these hypocritical, phony
principles they bring up. And that brings me back to the Game and Parks Commission. I'm not
going to state everything | intend to do with reference to that organization, but I do have some
plans and ideas of my own. The "Bibble" says that the fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Time, Senator.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Since there are no righteous men, | don't have to worry about any of
the prayers said here.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Time, Senator.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Hughes, you are recognized to
close on your confirmation report.

SENATOR HUGHES: Thank you, Mr. President. | would just urge my colleagues to vote to
affirm all three of these gentlemen. They are fine individuals and will do a good job for the
Game and Parks Commission. Thank you.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thank, Senator Hughes. Members, you've heard the debate on the
confirmation report. All those in favor of the adoption of the confirmation report, please vote
aye; those opposed vote nay. Have all voted who care to? Record please, Mr. Clerk.
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ASSISTANT CLERK: (Record vote, Legislative Journal pages 354-355.) 42 ayes, 0 nays on the
adoption of the report, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: The confirmation report is adopted. Next report, Mr. Clerk.

ASSISTANT CLERK: Mr. President, the next report is from the General Affairs Committee,
involves five appointees to the Nebraska Arts Council. (Legislative Journal page 335.)

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Senator Larson, you are welcome to open on the first of the two
confirmation reports.

SENATOR LARSON: Thank you, Mr. President. On Monday we had five members of the
Nebraska Arts Council come before the General Affairs Committee. I'll go through all five of
them. First was Stephen Bader. Stephen Bader is a resident of Omaha, Nebraska, and is applying
for his first appointment to the Nebraska Arts Council. Stephen has shown great interest in the
political and artistic communities while being part owner of the local family-run business.
Stephen is currently a delegate of the 31st Legislative District and a recognized member of the
International Thespian Society. Second was Paula Pflueger. Paula is seeking a reappointment to
the Nebraska Arts Council. Ms. Pflueger is a resident of Norfolk, Nebraska, and a financial
adviser. Ms. Pflueger is a former Miss Nebraska and holds membership to a multitude of artistic
councils. Ms. Pflueger has won a number of community service awards and has been a model
citizen for the state of Nebraska. Next was Ms. Melissa Marvin. Ms. Marvin is seeking a
reappointment to the Nebraska Arts Council. Ms. Marvin is a resident of Omaha and a graduate
of the University of Kansas. Ms. Marvin has (been) an influential member of the art community
for over two decades and has held significant roles on boards and organizations such as the
Jocelyn Art Museum, Omaha Theater Company, and many more. Next was Candy Henning. Ms.
Henning is seeking reappointment as well to the Nebraska Arts Council. Ms. Henning is a
resident of Lincoln, Nebraska, and is currently the chair of the Nebraska Arts Council and a
prominent member within the art community. Ms. Henning currently holds board memberships
in the Lied Performing Arts Center, as well as the Museum of Nebraska Art. And lastly to the
Nebraska Arts Council was Ms. Reven Wright. Ms. Wright is seeking a reappoint to the Arts
Council as well. Ms. Wright is a resident of Kearney and a mother of three. Ms. Wright
volunteers for a number of organizations within and outside her community. Such organizations
include the Rowe Sanctuary, Kearney Public Schools, Kearney Catholic Schools, and many
more. Ms. Wright is also a board member of the Museum of Nebraska Art. Thank you, Mr.
President, and I'd urge the body to support these five nominations to the Nebraska Arts Council.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thanks, Senator Larson. Debate is now open on the confirmation report
of the General Affairs Committee. Senator Chambers, you're recognized.
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. President. As you might come to expect, | will have
something to say on any number of items. | am very pleased with the recommendations that
Senator Larson presented us with this morning. | have respect...profound respect for anybody
who appreciates the value of art. Art doesn't just consist of drawing, painting, sculpting, but
anything that is creative in nature, theater, dance, drama...and the reason | say theater and drama,
not all drama is good theater and not all good theater involves drama. But at any rate, people who
are intelligent, whether they are devils or gods, have recognized the power of art. Study what
happened under Hitler. Because somebody is portrayed to the people of this country who do not
read as being a bad person, people in this country miss out on a lot they could learn from those
supposed bad people. Donald Trump's hallmark is based on one of the tenets of Hitler. The big
lie is believed more readily than the small lie. That you must gear--when you're dealing with
propaganda--you must gear it to the lowest element of intelligence of those you're trying to
reach. Then you repeat it and repeat it and you repeat it. Trump did that. He may not read much,
but he reads or somebody talks to him about those people who in the real world achieved what
he wishes and he hopes that he can achieve. He said he wants to unite this country. Hitler united
all of Europe against Germany. There was a fellow named after a jelly roll who may have done
the same thing at an earlier time, Bismarck. The Nazis knew the power of art, of music, and
depictions through paintings, drawing, and graphic art. They made great use of this. When it is
said that a picture is worth not a thousand words but more than a thousand words, whoever said
that knew what he or she was talking about. It would take me far more than a thousand words to
describe a great painting. All you have to do is look at that painting. You may not be conscious
of all the gradations of color, the shading, the composition, the perspective, any of those things;
but you see a totality that makes an impression on your mind and art has been successful. The
word "art™ is the basis for the word artificial. Anything that is artificial is something that does not
occur in nature, it is something produced or modified by human beings. Artificial, art, they are
the same. There's good art, there is bad art. As Lewis Armstrong and Ray Charles, two of the
greatest musicians that I'm aware of, both made a similar comment when asked about...

PRESIDENT FOLEY: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS.: ...the difference between good music, but what kind of music did they
like. And both of them said words to the affect, there are only two kinds of music, good music
and bad music. They didn't break it down into bluegrass, hillbilly, jazz, rock, classical, semi-
classical, none of that. All that music is at its best is a concord of pleasant sounds. People may
label them and put them in various what they call genre, but music is music and is music. And
music hath charm to soothe the savage breast, not beast, breast. But it will soothe the savage
beast also.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thank you, Senator Chambers. (Doctor of the day introduced.) Debate
continues on the confirmation report. Senator Chambers, you're recognized.

10
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Mr. President, members of the Legislature, any one of the
persons being nominated this morning could tell you in greater detail what I'm saying here. But |
want it on the record so that people who do those kind of things and promote those ideas are
appreciated by at least one person who will not just perfunctorily vote yes. | recognize the work
they do. Beauty in the world is useless in the sense of having no utility whatsoever. If you have
trees growing and they are growing helter-skelter, willy-nilly in every direction, you have bushes
that look as shaggy as sometimes my beard does, the tree is yet a tree, the bush is yet a bush.
And both of them even though not trimmed and pruned and made to be pleasing to the eye will
do what they are to do anyway. So the beauty that is imposed on them based on how human
beings want them to look add nothing to what they do. The absence of that so-called or supposed
beauty does not detract from these things doing what it is they do. Beauty when it comes to
utility is absolutely useless and beauty is in the eye of the beholder. When I'm in committee
hearings, things stream into my mind. And it goes through--if I accept what people tell us about
how we function--it goes from my brain down through my arm, down through my hand, and
through the pencil or pen that | have and expresses itself on paper in the form of what people call
a drawing. Well, streamed to me the other day at one of my committee hearings was what human
beings would describe as a creature. It had a roughly triangular-shaped head, not square,
rectangular--by the way, if triangles had gods, their god would have three sides, people create
their god in their own image--had a rectangular head, eyes that would strike terror into the hearts
of human beings who cannot see beauty as others see it. Teeth that were uneven, jagged, and
only at the top part of the mouth. Ears that looked like the ears of what we would call a beast.
But you know what the caption was? On her planet...on her planet, she is deemed the most
beautiful of all, because those on that planet have a different standard from those on this planet.
And people on this planet are taught to see only certain configurations as being beautiful. And
that's why so many women are mocked, are ridiculed, are insulted, who go to sleep in agony,
wake up depressed because they don't look like what they believe they ought to look like in order
to be acceptable. Women have come to feel now--and this may not be all women--that when
somebody tells a woman, | appreciate you for your mind...

PRESIDENT FOLEY: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...hidden under that is the notion you have no physical beauty. You
have nothing attractive about you, so to be able to say something nice, that's what is said. Even
the so-called compliment is like the scorpion. There is a sting in the tail and that which is exuded
is toxic. That's the kind of society this is. And what | am talking about are the things we as so-
called leaders ought to be talking about. We should uplift this society, we should talk about those
things that need and should be talked about. But we don't, so | shall. And when these
opportunities present themselves, I'm going to do it. Was that my third time, Mr. President?

PRESENT FOLEY: I believe you have one more, Senator.

11



Transcript Prepared By the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office

Floor Debate
January 26, 2017

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I'll put my light on one more time.
PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thanks, Senator Chambers. Senator Hansen, you're recognized.

SENATOR HANSEN: Thank you, Mr. President. | just wanted to take this opportunity to rise
and say I'll be supporting the confirmation reports, but since they're confirmations to the
Nebraska Arts Council | just wanted to get up and make sure we thank and recognize the
important work the Nebraska Arts Council does for our state. One of the things they do is the
School Bus Grant for the Arts program. This is something I've been learning about via my wife
who works for the Lincoln Community Playhouse and that there's lots of opportunities in the
state for students in our K-12 programs to go to things like plays and museums and whatnot.
And really the limiting factor there is the logistics of transportation, specifically, paying for
school bus travel. So the School Bus Grant for the Arts is a very important program that the
Nebraska Arts Council administers, and | just wanted to really commend them on their work. I'm
specifically reminded of this. I'm sure other views have gotten some opportunities, but there's
been a real focus on thanking people for standing up and supporting the arts, specifically
referencing programs like being able to go to the Lied Center, being able to go to Lincoln
Community Playhouse in our community. And | just wanted to make sure that we all noted that
for the record. Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: Thank you, Senator Hansen. Senator Chambers, you're recognized.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. President. There has never been a time in history that
I'm aware of, except maybe in Cuba, where there was a very, very high rate of literacy among the
population. Oh, Cuba, you know that place of the co