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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be
accomplished thereby:

Bribery of awitness (Neb.Rev.Stat. § 28-918) or juror (Neb.Rev.Stat. § 28-920), aswell as
tampering with awitness, informant or juror (Neb.Rev.Stat. 8 28-919) remained a Class |V
felony after enactment of LB605 in 2015. LB605 created a statutory presumption of
probation for Class IV felonies. The effect is that those who interfere with prosecution of
significant felonies face significantly reduced likelihood of just prosecution themselves.
LB162 amends the penalty for each of these offenses from aClass |V to aClass 11 felony,
except when the bribery or tampering occursin a case in which the underlying crime was a
Class 1A felony or higher in which case the penalty for tampering or bribery israised to a
Class 1A felony.

LB162 also amends Neb.Rev.Stat. § 28-519 to redefine criminal mischief more accurately as
criminal damage to property and adds a reckless means rea element to each gradation of this

crime. Under the current statute if one acts recklessly, such asin the case of areckless driver,
in causing any amount of property damage, the maximum penalty isaClass |11 misdemeanor.
LB162 alowsfor one acting recklessly to be charged with up to a Class |V felony depending
upon the monetary loss caused by the reckless actor.
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