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NEBRASKA DRY BEAN COMMISSION MEMBERS 

AS OF JULY 2013 

 

PROCESSOR REPRESENTATIVES 

Nolan Berry     P.O. Box 462   Term – Second 

New Alliance Bean    Gering, NE 69341  May 30, 2011 

     (308)436-5849   May 30, 2014 

 

Courtney Schuler   801 Railroad   Term – Second 

Stateline Producers Cooperative  Gering, NE 69341  May 30, 2013 

     (308)436-2186   May 30, 2016 

 

Brian Kaman    1520 Ave B   Term – First 

Kelley Bean Company   Scottsbluff, NE 69361  May 30, 2012 

     (308)635-2338   May 30, 2015 

 

GROWER REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Steven Benzel    6180 Otoe Road  Term – Second 

District I     Alliance, NE 69301  May 30, 2011 

     (308)762-8852   May 30, 2014 

 

Wes Ullrich    60287 Sunflower Road  Term – Second 

District II    Mitchell, NE 69357  May 30, 2012 

     (308)641-2772   May 30, 2015 

 

Craig Henkel    7326 Road 110   Term – Second 

District III    Bayard, NE 69334  May 30, 2012 

(resigned Jan. 2014)   (308) 631-5221   January 2014 

 

Cindi Allen     450 Road East 60  Term – Second 

District IV    Ogallala, NE 69153  May 30, 2013 

     (308)284-4980   May 30, 2016 

 

Rodney Loose    170478 County Road C  Term – First  

At-Large Dist I & II   Mitchell, NE 69357  May 30, 2011 

      (308)623-2002   May 30, 2014 

 

Ex Officio – Gary Hergert, Interim Director   Lynn Reuter, Office 

Panhandle Research & Extension Center    4502 Ave I 

4502 Ave I       Scottsbluff, NE 69361 

(308) 632-1254                   (308) 632-1258 
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Nebraska Dry Bean Commission 

Working Committees 

FY 2013-2014 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

Wes Ullrich – Chariman 

Cindi Allen – Vice Chairman 

Steve Benzel – Treasurer 

 

FEDERAL ISSUES COMMITTEE 

Wes UIllrich   Brian Kaman 

Cindi Allen   Rodney Loose 

 

PROMOTIONS COMMITTEE 

 

Cindi Allen    Craig Henkel 

Nolan Berry    Courtney Schuler 

 

GROWERS RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

Steve Benzel   Wes Ullrich 

Rodney Loose   Craig Henkel 

 

PROCESSOR RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

Nolan Berry   Brian Kaman 

Craig Henkel   Rodney Loose 

Courtney Schuler 

 

RESEARCH COMMITTEE 

 

Nolan Berry   Brian Kaman 

Cindi Allen    Courtney Schuler 

Craig Henkel   Rodney Loose 

Steve Benzel 
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NEBRASKA DRY BEAN COMMISSION  

HISTORY  

 

The Nebraska Dry Bean Commission was established in 1987, following the grass-roots efforts driven by 

Nebraska dry bean growers and processors seeking to advance the dry bean industry in the State of 

Nebraska.  Since 1987, the Nebraska Dry Bean Commission has been committed to helping the states dry 

bean producers and processors advance the dry bean industry through research, international and domestic 

promotion, publicity and education.  The Board is responsible for investing check-off funds in appropriate 

programs.   

 

The Nebraska Dry Bean Commission looks for opportunities to increase the consumption of dry beans, 

educate the consumer about the health benefits of dry beans and continue to fund research aligned with 

the goals of the Commission. 
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NEBRASKA DRY BEAN COMMISSION 

FISCAL REPORT 

JULY 1, 2013-JUNE 30, 2014 

 

     FY 13-14 Budget   Total Expenses 

Beginning Cash Balance    $103,625.90    $103,625.90 

 

Revenue 

Dry Bean Fees    $283,400.00    $289,607.15 

Investment Interest   $    2,800.00    $    1,798.55 

Reimbursements    $ 0.00    $    3,091.66 

    Total Revenue    $286,200.00    $294,497.36 

 

Refund Program 

Grower Refund Expense   $    8,000.00    $    4,439.74 

Processor Refund Expense   $    1,000.00    $    1,000.00 

   Total Refund Expense   $    9,000.00    $    4,439.74 

 

Total Available Cash    $380,825.90    $393,683.52 

 

EXPENDITURES 

  Administration     $  50,888.00    $  46,046.81 

  Promotion/Education    $  65,000.00    $  61,669.41 

  Grant Expense    $207,415.67    $209,242.34 

  Board Expense    $  16,500.00    $  15,526.36 

  Dept of Ag Contract   $    8,415.00    $    6,641.43 

     Total Expenditures   $348,218.67    $339,126.35 
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2013 NEBRASKA DRY BEAN PRODUCTION  

 

 Production Facts  

 

In 2013, Nebraska ranks third nationally in commercial dry bean production, accounting for 11% of the 

US dry bean crop. 

 In 2013, Nebraska harvested 2.750 million cwt of dry beans valued at $117,700,000.00 from 

117,000 acres.  

 Nebraska is the number one producer of great northern beans, second in production of pinto and 

light red kidney beans.  

 Yields in 2013 averaged 2,350 pounds per acre for the major market classes of dry beans grown 

in Nebraska.  

 In 2013, Nebraska dry bean production consisted of the following market classes: 45% great 

northern, 43% pinto, 7% light red kidney, 3% black and 2% other.  

 

2013 Nebraska Dry Bean Exports  

 

Great Northerns 2013 Crop  

US Production 1,515,000 cwt (NE production 1,243,000 cwt – 82% of National production including 

seed) Exports 778,955 cwt % of Crop Exported 51.55%  

 

Pinto Beans 2013 Crop  

US Production 8,486,000 cwt (NE production 1,174,000 cwt – 14% of National production including 

seed) Exports 1,272,815 cwt Crop Exported 15%  

Pinto Bean exports due to demand for good color beans into our major export markets, which are color 

sensitive, such as Mexico, Dominican Republic and Angola. (Source USDA Final 2013 Crop and GATS 

Export Data) 

 

2013 Nebraska Dry Bean Production 
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Nebraska Dry Bean Commission  

FY 13-14 Approved Research Contracts 

 

DB2013-01       Increasing the production efficiency and market value of dry edible beans        $25,000.00 

  through a collaborative, integrated research and extension program at the 

   Panhandle Research and Extension Center (Dr. Boeckner) 

 

DB2013-02  Breeding great northern, pinto, small red, black, large red kidney, cranberry    $59,000.00 

  and yellow beans for multiple disease resistance with high performance  

  in western Nebraska  (Urrea) 

 

DB2013-03 Evaluation of dry bean cultivars for performance in Western Nebraska              $ 9,500.00 

    (Schild, Urrea) 

 

DB2013-04 Monitoring bean pathogen variation and screening breeding lines with           $ 8,075.00 

  Relevant pathogen races/isolates for multiple disease resistance (Steadman, 

  Urrea, Schild, Harveson, Jhala) 

 

DB2013-05 Improving dry edible bean utilization in the food industry: Developing             $35,984.00 

   New ingredients and products from milled and separated fractions of  

  Great Northern beans (Ratnayake, Rose) 

 

DB2013-06 In-vitro testing of new alternative chemicals for suppressing bacterial          $  2,500.00 

  Plant pathogens ( Harveson) 

 

DB2013-07 Identification of highly regenerative and agrobacterium susceptible          $20,000.00 

    Common bean cultivars for molecular breeding (Mitra, Clemente) 

 

       Total Funding                                   $160,059.00 

 

  Planter Agreement              $   4,826.67 

 

DB2012-08     Identifying sources and mapping genes for bacterial wilt resistance                   $   6,000.00 

                         And mapping for resistance genes (Urrea)  

 

DB2012-09     Incorporating dry edible beans into noodles to improve product                         $   7,500.00 

                         Nutrition value phase II extension (Ratnayke) 

 

             

         Total Funding                                 $178,385.67 
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FY 13-14 Contracts 
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FY 13-14 Promotion Projects 

The NDBC, in conjunction with the Nebraska Department of Agriculture, hosted a four-member Chinese trade mission to  

participate in a workshop on dry edible bean powder as a food ingredient.   

While visiting the University of Nebraska Food Processing Center, the group toured the UNL Food Processing Center pilot plant 

and laboratories and witnessed a demonstration on incorporating dry bean powder into dry (instant) noodles, and pinto bean and 

great northern bean powder incorporated into muffins and brownies. 

This trade mission stems from a three year commitment by the Nebraska Dry Bean Commission to explore new world export 

markets for Nebraska grown dry beans. 

The NDBC is encouraged to see representatives from tow of the noodle companies visited during the first trade mission to China 

in 2010 are still interested in learning how to incorporate dry bean powder into Chinese instant noodles. 

According to the World Instant Noodle Association, in 2012 China/Hong Kong was the fastest growing market for instant noodle 

cups in the world with a consumption of 44,030 million noodle cups consumed per day.  The U.S. ranked #6 in the world with a 

mere consumption of 4,340 million noodle cups consumed per day.  Considering the world consumption of instant noodle cups in 

2012 was 101,420 billion cups per day and growing, the research by UNL is on the leading edge for incorporating dry bean 

powder into instant noodles. 

  

 Nebraska Dry Beans Feeding a Global Market 

  

 By Cindi Allen 

Representing Nebraska and the dry bean industry, Cindi Allen of Ogallala, Nebraska and District 

IV Nebraska Dry Bean Commissioner of the Nebraska Dry Bean Commission, was one of the 3,800 

exhibitors who attended the world’s largest international food trade show. Feeding business in the global 

market Alimentaria 2014 closes its most international food trade show with 140,000 visitors, 30% of them 

from other countries. Alimentaria offers participating companies the opportunity to open or reinforce their 

presence in foreign markets, make trade contacts, capture new clients, promote loyalty among regular 

customers and generate new business.  

Allen said, “Every two years, from March 21
st
 to April 3

rd
, Alimentaria is the international 

business center for the latest trends in food and trade.”   The fair is an effective promotional platform. 



Nebraska, a major producer of dry beans, was represented to trade visitors with power to make purchasing 

decisions; 72% make purchasing decisions or influence the decision to buy.  

 Drawing attention to dry beans and their place in the global market, U.S. Ambassador James 

Cotos held a press conference, while visiting the USA Dry Bean Exhibit, stressing the importance of the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Agreement  

(TTIP), as well as U.S.-EU trade relations.  

Cindi Allen attended a reception held at the US Consulate in Barcelona as an invited guest of US 

Ambassador James Cotos, and US Consul General Tanya Anderson. This gave Allen an opportunity to 

meet Foreign Agricultural Representative Robert Hanson as well as other US participates to the trade 

show. Allen said “It was a fast and furious four days. In the end the trade show was very prosperous for 

the dry bean industry, showcasing the variety and quality of our produces, initiating dozens of new buyer 

contacts, and reinforcing loyalty among others.”  

 The Nebraska Dry Bean Commission looks for opportunities to increase the consumption of 

beans, educate the consumer about the health benefits of beans, and continue to fund research that aligns 

with the goals of the Commission. NDBC has successfully participated in similar trade missions resulting 

in reverse trade missions and partnerships within the Chinese, Turkish, French, and South American 

markets. What is more, the Commission continues to be forwarding thinking creating a broader presence 

in domestic and international markets. 

  N D B C  A D V E R T I S E S  I N  2 0 1 4  

 N E B R A S K A  A G R I C U L T U R E  A N D  Y O U  

 

Nebraska Dry Bean Commission continued consumer education advertisement in 

 the 2014 Nebraska Agriculture and You magazine.   

The Nebraska Agriculture and You magazine is an annual publication highlighting 

 Nebraska agricultural products and the producers who grow these products. 

 
The Nebraska Agriculture and You magazine is distributed to medical and dental waiting 
 rooms across Nebraska in an attempt to educate consumers about the State of Nebraska’s top 
 industry and how agriculture impacts consumers daily lives.  

2014 was the second edition of the Nebraska Agriculture and You magazine. 

 

 2013-14 NDBC domestic  

promotion programs 

 
 In 2013-14 the NDBC continued its efforts to support consumer education and promotion of Nebraska grown dry 

edible beans.   

The programs supported included: 

· Sponsorship of the Chef Judy weekly talk show on Lincoln radio station KLIN 

· Oregon Trail Days chili cook-off dry bean competition held in Gering, NE 

· Greater Omaha  Barbeque Society “Best of Nebraska Beans”  completion  held in conjunction with the annual state 

barbeque competition  

· Honky Tonk BBQ bean completion held at North Platte, NE 

86 



 

 

 

 

Intentionally left blank 

  

  

  

 


