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The Committee on General Affairs met at 1:30 p.m. on Monday, January 27, 2014, in
Room 1510 of the State Capitol, Lincoln, Nebraska, for the purpose of conducting a
public hearing on LB680, LB771, LB855, and LB861. Senators present: Russ Karpisek,
Chairperson; Colby Coash, Vice Chairperson; Dave Bloomfield; Sue Crawford; Jerry
Johnson; and Bob Krist. Senators absent: Scott Lautenbaugh and Ken Schilz.

SENATOR KARPISEK: Okay. We'll get started. Welcome to the General Affairs
Committee. | am Senator Russ Karpisek and | chair the committee and | am from
Wilber. Committee members present to my far right are Sue Crawford from Bellevue.
She is the new kid on our committee, so it looks like we kind of pulled pretty well on
that. Next to her is Senator Bloomfield from Hoskins. Senator Lautenbaugh from Omaha
will not be joining us today. He had some business to take care of. Then is Vice Chair
Senator Coash from Lincoln. Right next to me is Josh Eickmeier. He's legal counsel for
the committee. To my far left is Christina Case, who is our committee clerk; then
Senator Johnson of Wahoo. Senator Schilz from Ogallala we expect to be with us, and
Senator Krist of Omaha. Pages helping us out today are Colton Wolinski. When it says
pages, it's just page. He's good enough we only need one. (Laughter) After each bill
introduction, we would like to hear testimony in support of the bill, then testimony in
opposition, and finally neutral testimony. If you are planning on testifying in any
capacity, please pick up a sign-in sheet that is on a table at the back of the room at both
entrances. Please fill out the sign-in sheet before you testify. When it is your turn to
testify, give your sign-in sheet to either Colton or the committee clerk, and this will help
us keep a more public record. If you have handouts, please make sure that you have
ten copies for the page to hand out to the committee. If you don't have ten, get his
attention and he will get you some ran off. When you come up to testify, please speak
clearly into the microphone. Please tell us your name and spell your first and last name.
Even if it's a common name like Karpisek, please still spell it for us. (Laughter) Also,
please tell us whom you are representing, if anyone. Please turn off your cell phones,
pagers, or anything else that beeps. Please keep your conversations to a minimum or
take them out in the hallway. We also don't want to see any public signs of cheering or
booing, especially for Senator Mello's bill because he's not here very often. Finally, we
do allow handouts. We do not allow visual aids or other display items unless you check
with the Chair first, and then I'll decide. You don't have any, do you, Senator Mello?
Good, because you wouldn't get any. We will begin today's hearing with LB680. Senator
Mello, whenever you are ready. Welcome to the General Affairs Committee.

SENATOR MELLO: Good afternoon, Chairman Karpisek, members of the General
Affairs Committee. My name is Heath Mello, H-e-a-t-h M-e-I-l-0, and | represent the 5th
Legislative District in south Omaha. LB680 would update the Nebraska Electrical Act to
reflect changes in the National Electric Code and is brought on behalf of the State
Electrical Board. This legislation would update the current minimum standards for
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electrical wiring in the state to the most recent national guidelines from the 2011 NEC
code to the 2014 NEC code. The current State Electrical Act was passed in 1975 and
historically every three years a bill is introduced to update the references to the NEC in
state statute. With one small exception, regular code updates have passed the
Legislature with little to no fanfare. Similar bills have commonly faced no opposition and
are frequently considered as part of our consent calendar. Fortunately, it appears that
the same type of concerns that delayed the adoption of the 2008 NEC are not present in
the 2014 NEC with the result of past delays ultimately leading to better communication
between the State Electrical Board and interested parties like the homebuilders. Randy
Anderson from the State Electrical Board is here to describe some of the provisions
included in the 2014 NEC and to explain the code adoption process. But | would be
happy to answer any nonelectrical questions that you may have. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Thank you, Senator Mello. Do we have any questions for
Senator Mello pertaining to this bill? Seeing none... [LB680]

SENATOR MELLO: And I will waive my closing. Thank you. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Thank you very much, Senator Mello. Proponents. Welcome.
[LB680]

RANDY ANDERSON: (Exhibit 1) Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, I'm Randy
Anderson. I'm the executive director of the State Electrical Board. Glad to be here in
front of you today. We represent the citizens of Nebraska and the changing laws of the
Nebraska State Electrical Act and how it's used and how it's enforced. | am representing
the board today in support of LB680. LB680 was introduced as a result of many hours of
research by the State Electrical Board. This isn't just something that you all of a sudden
jump into and say we're going to do it. The start...the process for this code started over
two years ago, and we're privy to what's coming in for changes and you have a chance
to travel to meetings and see what's going on. Our primary goal is to monitor the State
Electrical Act and improve and update laws as necessary to keep up with the changing
industry and to do so in the best interests of the citizens of Nebraska. In the period of
January 1, 2013, to December 31, 2013, the Electrical Division issued 9,385 electrical
permits, performed 22,264 electrical inspections, conducted 707 electrical licensing
examinations, conducted 15 continuing education courses on the electrical code across
the state at given locations, issued 2,174 new electrical licenses, and we currently have
10,113 licensed or registered electricians in the state of Nebraska. Everything
mentioned in those numbers has to do with the National Electrical Code. We're currently
on the 2011 and have been since August 27, 2011. Everything in the electrical industry
in Nebraska hinges on the National Electrical Code which is updated every three years.
New technology is introduced every year, and to keep up with the ever-changing
industry we have to stay current in our code adoption. | have been studying changes to
the 2014 electrical code for over two years, and hundreds of hours have been put in by
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many other people. Some of the changes that are coming in now are for photovoltaic.
There's some low-voltage, T-grid ceilings coming in, all has to do with new technology
that right now is not addressed by the code, but they're trying to keep up with energy
and...renewable energy, | should say. The electrical wiring in the state is either
inspected by the State Electrical Division or by local jurisdiction. The state maintains
jurisdiction over all state-owned property. These programs monitor what the state does.
And when we adopt the code, we give them a certain amount of time to get through
their legal process to adopt the code at their local jurisdiction. We currently have 5
county programs, 45 municipal electrical programs that have their own, and they're on
the 2011 code. The Sarpy County is one that has taken a step like a few years back, the
city of Hastings did, and adopted the code ahead of the state. They actually requested
permission at our January board meeting to move forward at that meeting and start on
January 15 of 2014. So Sarpy County, not Omaha itself but the surrounding area, is
already on this code. There are people behind me that are going to testify about the
code-making process. | know Senator Mello said I'd touch on it, but we do have a
person here from that. So rather than waste your time saying it twice, | respectfully
request that you advance LB680. Thank you. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Thank you, Mr. Anderson. Any questions? Senator Crawford.
[LB680]

SENATOR CRAWFORD: Thank you, Senator Karpisek. You had...there was a
discussion earlier about the fact that there have been a lot of discussions, and Senator
Mello had mentioned, you know, discussions with homebuilders and other folks. Could
you talk a bit about what discussions you've had with other stakeholders? [LB680]

RANDY ANDERSON: On this code cycle | can honestly tell you | have not had one
phone call against it, about it. The only questions I've received with this one is what date
will it...when will it go into effect so they know on bidding jobs. We have reached out and
we've met with homebuilders on past codes and they know that we're available to
discuss anything with the board. But on this one we're told that they had no opposition
or none that we know...that has been brought to our attention. [LB680]

SENATOR CRAWFORD: Thank you. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Thank you, Senator Crawford. Any other questions? Senator
Johnson. [LB680]

SENATOR JOHNSON: Thank you, Chairman. The relationship between the permit
timing to upgrade to the new code, how does that relate to when the Fire Marshal Office
goes out and does inspection? Are they still working on old code or are they ahead of
that? [LB680]
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RANDY ANDERSON: We're two separate entities. The Fire Marshals are on a code
later than us as far as the building goes, but we handle the electrical. We do have
issues with medical institutions where we have to get together on the codes, but
otherwise they're cycles behind us on their building. [LB680]

SENATOR JOHNSON: Okay. But you do have some correlation between the two on
certain...medical. Is that the only one? [LB680]

RANDY ANDERSON: Yes, yes. If there is a question, we just had one on some
receptacles in a nursing home, and myself, the Fire Marshal's Office discuss it and
come up to an agreement of how it's going to be done in the state. [LB680]

SENATOR JOHNSON: Okay. Because I've heard there are instances where maybe one
code book was used and another one was maybe on a different page, a different
upgrade or something and changed some things. [LB680]

RANDY ANDERSON: That does happen, but what it will be on...I believe what you're
probably referring to is when somebody gets a Medicare upgrade and they have to
come in and be licensed to receive the payments. The Fire Marshal comes in and they
have to go on another set of federal rules, and in some cases have to require what the
federal government requires to renew their license. [LB680]

SENATOR JOHNSON: So that's stricter maybe than what the state code is at the
present time. [LB680]

RANDY ANDERSON: Yes. We don't...the Electrical Act doesn't make anything come up
to date unless you change it or unless we see a hazard. So if we walk into a building
and the wiring was done per code 15 years ago, you don't have to change any of that.
The only thing that has to meet the new code is what's wired now. My understanding is
with Medicare and Medicaid that might not always be the case if you need a certain
generator system or something for life safety. Even though the one you put in met code,
it may not meet code today. [LB680]

SENATOR JOHNSON: So it would be better for the contractor or the contract, the
builder, whatever, to probably rely more on the Fire Marshal code because they go
maybe more current than the state? [LB680]

RANDY ANDERSON: Not as far as electrical. | would say it's kind of a gray issue
because they're behind us on what they look at on the electrical code, but they're in
some cases upholding things the federal government does for the life safety on a
hospital. [LB680]

SENATOR JOHNSON: Okay. What I'm trying to get is a better correlation between the
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two so we don't have situations where they thought they were meeting code and then
find out somebody else has a different set of rules or codes. [LB680]

RANDY ANDERSON: Yes, and honestly that has happened where there was a
misunderstanding. | think in most cases people are...right at first there was some of that,
but I think after they realized that the Fire Marshal was doing it for Medicaid and
Medicare rules, | think it's gotten to where they understand that there may be something
existing that might have to be updated. [LB680]

SENATOR JOHNSON: Okay. Thank you. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Thank you, Senator Johnson. Senator Krist. [LB680]
SENATOR KRIST: You said that there was a code person behind you. [LB680]
RANDY ANDERSON: That's going to testify behind me, yes. [LB680]

SENATOR KRIST: And the person who's behind you can talk to me about international
versus electric versus other building codes. [LB680]

RANDY ANDERSON: | believe so, yes. [LB680]
SENATOR KRIST: Okay. | will reserve my question. Thank you. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Thank you. Any other questions? Seeing none, thank you.
[LB680]

RANDY ANDERSON: Thank you. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Further proponents? And | neglected to say earlier we do not
use the light system in here because I think if you came, we want to hear what you have
to say. | don't want to cut you off. But we don't want you to hear...we don't want to hear
you all day either. So if you're carrying on too long | may ask you to wrap it up. But Mr.
Anderson did perfect. Welcome. [LB680]

DAN FROHBERG: (Exhibit 2) I'm going to follow with that. My name is Dan Frohberg,
D-a-n F-r-o-h-b-e-r-g. I'm in my 33rd year as an electrical instructor at Northeast
Community College, and I've held some form of state electrical license for 30 years. So
I'm kind of hitting that from my standpoint as a contractor, but also from the college
standpoint. If you look at basically the first sentence of the code book, the purpose of
this code is the practical safeguarding of persons and property from the hazardous
hazards arising from the use of electricity. Why that statement doesn't change too much
from the past issues of the code, the safety portion has changed a lot in the last ten
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years. We have new equipment. We have new things that we can put into our system
for that protection of persons and properties. Two-thousand fourteen goes a little further
in providing GFCI, ground-fault circuit interrupter protection for kitchen circuits other
than the counter-accessible ones. And then also we've expanded the arc fault
protection. Some of the problems in the past | think were costs, as far as what the costs
were to put this added safety means in. I'm kind of in a unique position out at the
college. We can take these codes and | can give...we're doing our two resident houses
on campus to the 2014. So it gives me an idea of the students. Here's the code, here's
how we apply it. It also gives us some opportunity to show other contractors in our area.
| do continuing education. I'm a member of the north-central and the northeast
Wireman's Association. We've had meetings this January. We've discussed, most of the
problem isn't the cost but how do we implement this. How are we going to do all this?
So we've got some ideas that we can give to the contractors and some ways and we'll
see if it works or not, and that's kind of where we're at on the student-built homes. You
have a handout on cost from last year. The cost from the start of a residential project to
auction, usually a two-year process, in materials only we have about $90,000 into the
structure. Maybe make a little side note that probably $10,000 to $15,000 may be
countertops as far as the granite countertops that were put in. If | look at just to bring up
those additional arc faults, ground-faults that we need in the kitchen and laundry areas,
I've calculated six additional arc fault breakers at $40 each for $240. We're going to do
some faceless ground-fault circuit interrupters because they have to be in an accessible
location. They cannot be put into a cabinet or behind a refrigerator. So we're going to
add those in our project at a cost of $18 each for $54. Total additional equipment is
around $300 to bring this up to 2014 specifications. This, if you looked at the total cost
of the project, approximately is three-tenths of one percent that we're raising. So | don't
think we need to compromise the safety portion. We shouldn't compromise the safety
portion. And | could answer any other questions that you may have. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Thank you. Any questions? Senator Bloomfield. [LB680]

SENATOR BLOOMFIELD: Thank you, Senator Karpisek. Just out of curiosity, if the
project is started between under the old code and we upgrade this, if the project is not
done do they need to go to the new code or if it's already started under the old code
does is that supposed to... [LB680]

DAN FROHBERG: Once the permit is let, it is under that current...the code that the
permit was let at. [LB680]

SENATOR BLOOMFIELD: Okay. Thank you. [LB680]

DAN FROHBERG: So if we started a project now and I'm under the 2011, it would stay
under the 2011. [LB680]
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SENATOR BLOOMFIELD: Okay. Thank you. [LB680]

DAN FROHBERG: The code is a minimum set of requirements. So we can go stronger
and we have in this just to try some of this new equipment out and new positions and
locations, so yes. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Good question, Senator Bloomfield. Any other questions?
Seeing none, thank you. [LB680]

DAN FROHBERG: Thank you. [LB680]
SENATOR KARPISEK: Further proponents? Welcome. [LB680]

TIM McCLINTOCK: (Exhibit 3) Thank you. Well, good morning (sic). My name is Tim
McClintock, T-i-m M-c-C-l-i-n-t-o-c-k, and | am a regional electrical code specialist with
the National Fire Protection Association, and I'm here today in support of LB680, which
amends the State Electrical Act to update from the 2011 edition of the National
Electrical Code to the 2014 edition of the National Electrical Code. Well, the National
Electrical Code, which is commonly referred to as the NEC, is developed and produced
by the NFPA or the National Fire Protection Association, which is an independent,
not-for-profit, standards development organization. And we are a mission-driven
organization that our mission is to reduce the worldwide burden of fire and other
hazards on the quality of life. Since 1911, NFPA has been the sponsor of the National
Electrical Code and the requirements of this standard has continued to evolve over its
100-year history to reflect America's heavy reliance on reliable and safe use of electrical
energy. The...as Mr. Anderson mentioned, I'm going to talk a little bit about the
standards development process at the national level, which the NEC is one of several
standards that are developed by the National Fire Protection Association, and that
process is an open, transparent, and balanced process that is accredited by the
American National Standards Institute. This includes balanced representation of
industry experts that populate NFPA's technical committees, and it also includes a very
broad cross-section of interest groups ranging from inspectors that sit on the technical
committees, as well as, you know, the labor industry. There's actually two
representatives from both the union and nonunion representation on each of their
committees. There's also testing organizations such as Underwriters Laboratories, as
well as Intertek testing labs. So it's...and it also includes manufacturer representation on
the committees as well. Well, this balanced expertise ensures that new requirements
are thoroughly vetted and establish an acceptable benchmark for the necessary level of
safety. And one important key aspect of NFPA's codes and standards development
process is that it is an open process that anybody from the public can submit a
proposed change or submit for a new requirement. So that's just a testament or one of
the cornerstones of that process, is it is open and you do not have to be a member of
the NFPA to participate in that process. But as well as this codes and standards
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development process has worked, you know, the rubber kind of hits the road, if you will,
rubber doesn't hit the road until, you know, legislative bodies like yourselves actually
adopt that and put that into law. And Nebraska has been, you know, a long-recognized
leader in the nation with your timely adoption and update of the National Electrical
Code. And it's NFPA's hope that you will continue to move forward with that trend and
update the 2011 to the 2014 edition. So with that, | know | had submitted written
testimony that goes into a little bit more detail. But in the interest of time, I'll just leave it
open to any questions, and thank you for the opportunity. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Thank you, Mr. McClintock. Senator Krist. [LB680]

SENATOR KRIST: | don't want this to be a lesson in how codes are developed or how
we adopt them, but we have some newer members and folks who haven't been around
for many discussions. The International Building Code as we know covers a breadth of
subject matter. Somewhere in the International Building Code there is reference to
electrical standards across the board. That International Code relates to this NFPA code
how? [LB680]

TIM McCLINTOCK: Well, ultimately, you know, if we're referring to, say, the Commercial
or the International Building Code or the International Residential Code, you know,
anyplace any requirement, you know, refers to electrical, typically what they do is
reference the National Electrical Code. The NFPA is separate from the International
Code Council, which is who publishes the International Building Code. NFPA publishes
the National Electrical Code as well as many other codes and standards, but... [LB680]

SENATOR KRIST: So at any given time a jurisdiction in the state of Nebraska could
have to comply with or could be looking at as many as four different electrical codes,
starting with the international and right on down the line. Is that fair to say? [LB680]

TIM McCLINTOCK: Well, | don't believe that the International Building Code actually
includes specific prescriptive electrical requirements, although I'm not an expert on the
International Building Code. But generally what happens, you know, whether it's the
state of Nebraska or another state, is when they adopt the NFPA 70 or the National
Electrical Code for electrical installations, that is the code that you're required to comply
with for electrical installation. So, you know, many codes have a provision in their
administrative chapter that, you know, where there is a conflict between one code or the
other, then, you know, this code takes precedence. [LB680]

SENATOR KRIST: And some of that is jurisdictional. | mean, it...you talk they talked
about Sarpy, Sarpy, Douglas, different building codes can take different forms. Once we
adopt...the point being, once we adopt this, which we should, then Sarpy is still ahead of
it, as they say, or they will...we will have now caught up with Sarpy. [LB680]
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TIM McCLINTOCK: I'm not familiar with Sarpy. [LB680]

SENATOR KRIST: Okay. | guess the point is that you can...an individual jurisdiction can
buy into a building code, can adopt a building code way in front of the state and the
International Building Code has almost all areas of construction within it. We had...in the
last few years, we've had several debates and votes on the floor where we have opted
into a building code, yet we have not opted into a particular part of a building code.
That's also our right as a state to opt in. So to say that you should be using the Fire
Marshal's code or the International Code or any other code, that's up to the local
jurisdictions. We simply say this is the code we're buying into as a state, and then the
jurisdictions can go further in support ahead of the code, but never behind that code.
That point needs to made because there are jurisdictions out there. For example, when
it has to do with the CMS Medicare/Medicaid kind of standards, you'd have to comply
with something that would far exceed a local building code either by the state or by a
jurisdiction. So | just want to make the point because...and the other point to be made is
that when you carry a bill that has building codes or a change of any code, you
oftentimes have to de-conflict with let's say the builders, for example. The builders in the
state of Nebraska are very fragmented right now because some of them are off in one
direction and some of them in another direction. So, again, it's where are we as a state.
So thanks for letting me make the point and giving me some credibility in making the
point. | appreciate it. Thanks for coming. [LB680]

TIM McCLINTOCK: Thank you. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Thank you, Senator Krist. Any other questions? Seeing none,
thank you. [LB680]

TIM McCLINTOCK: Thank you. [LB680]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Do we have further proponents? Do we have any opponents?
Anyone neutral? Seeing none, Senator Mello has waived closing. So that will close the
hearing on LB680. We will now move to LB771. Senator Wallman. Welcome, Senator

Wallman. [LB680]

SENATOR WALLMAN: Thank you. Thank you, Senator Karpisek. [LB771]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Good to see you. | don't think we see you over here very often.
[LB771]

SENATOR WALLMAN: No. Good afternoon. Glad to know you. And, members of the
General Affairs Committee, for the record, my name is Norm Wallman, W-a-I-I-m-a-n,
and | represent District 30. | am here today to introduce LB771. And currently, under the
Reduced Cigarette Ignition Propensity Act, each manufacturer must submit to the State
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Fire Marshal a written certification. This bill would change a recertification period to
every three years instead of four. Someone from the State Fire Marshal's Office is here
and they can explain why this change is needed much better than | can. Thank you. Any
guestions? [LB771]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Thank you, Senator Wallman. Does anybody have any
questions? [LB771]

SENATOR BLOOMFIELD: No, but it'd be a lot more fun to make Norm squirm than ask
him questions. (Laughter) [LB771]

SENATOR KARPISEK: It would be more fun to ask, but | have a bill up later that I'm
going to do the same thing, so. Thank you, Senator Wallman. Proponents for LB771?
Welcome. [LB771]

JIM HEINE: (Exhibit 4) Good afternoon, and thank you. Chairman Karpisek and
members of the General Affairs Committee, for the record, my name is Jim Heine, J-i-m
H-e-i-n-e, and | am the State Fire Marshal. | am here today to testify in support of
LB771. The State Fire Marshal agency is required to perform certain activities under the
Reduced Cigarette Ignition Propensity Act. A part of these requirements is maintaining a
database for all of the certification information that must be submitted by cigarette
manufacturers, as well as issuing certification once all the requirements are met. The
agency also works collaboratively with the Revenue Department and the Attorney
General's Office on various aspects of the act, as well as other tobacco-related
settlements. The agency gathers, analyzes, and utilizes data regarding cigarettes
related to fires to generate reports regarding the effectiveness of this act. The only
aspect of the act that LB771 would change is the recertification period. The
recertification period is currently four years and LB771 would change it to a three-year
period. This change would help the agency and provide clarity to cigarette
manufacturers. Every other state that has a listed recertification period has a three-year
recertification period. Thank you for your time and consideration, and I'll be happy to
answer any questions you may have. [LB771]

SENATOR KARPISEK: Thank you, Mr. Heine. Senator Coash. [LB771]

SENATOR COASH: Thank you, Senator Karpisek. Mr. Heine, what kind of information
does the Fire...do the manufacturers submit to the Fire Marshal? | mean, they're
submitting something and we're going to change the time frame. So | know we're
changing the when's. What's the what's here? What is being submitted to the Fire
Marshal? [LB771]

JIM HEINE: What they submit is a spreadsheet, and on that spreadsheet they have to
demonstrate the brand length, the diameter, and the construction type of the cigarettes,

10
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and testing that shows they are in compliance with an adopted standard that comes to
our agency. That's basically what they submit to us. [LB771]

SENATOR COASH: Okay. And does the Fire Marshal, do they...they just collect it and
save it, right? They don't...do they do anything with the information like once they
receive it or is it just received from the manufacturers and then stored in case you need
to look something up? [LB771]

JIM HEINE: Oh, are you talking what we do with it? [LB771]
SENATOR COASH: Yes. [LB771]

JIM HEINE: Yes. Well, we are tasked by this act to show the effectiveness of the act
that it is reducing careless smoking related fires. So we do track and document
information on fires that resulted as careless smoking materials. And we then are
required to report that to the legislation as the effectiveness of this act, that it's helping
reduce the fires caused by a cigarette. [LB771]

SENATOR COASH: Okay. [LB771]

JIM HEINE: We also give data to any entity that requests it. We've had Health and
Human Services request information on the safe cigarettes, that they are effectively
working as designed. [LB771]

SENATOR COASH: Okay. When you get data from manufacturers as it is now every
four years, does the data change that much? | mean, are you seeing fairly different
reports from manufacturers every four years or are they pretty much giving you the
same thing every four years? [LB771]

JIM HEINE: That's one thing with Nebraska. There's other states that have the
propensity act, that have an act, and they require the manufacturers to test every
recertification. We don't. If they tested at the initial certification on recertification, they
just again submit that data. So it's easier in Nebraska essentially than it is in some of
the other states. [LB771]

SENATOR COASH: So it's...since they don't have to retest it, it's pretty much the same
data. [LB771]

JIM HEINE: Yes. [LB771]
SENATOR COASH: Okay. In your testimony, in your written testimony, | just circled a

couple of things. You said this change would help the agency, and | assume you meant
the Fire Marshal agency. [LB771]

11
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JIM HEINE: Yes. Yes, Senator. [LB771]
SENATOR COASH: How does it help the agency to increase this frequency? [LB771]

JIM HEINE: Well, because we're on a four-year cycle and we started this...this act
started in 2010, they are required to recertify this year, 2014, December 31 of '13, and
now they're going to start recertification. Actually last year in December, we had a large
cigarette manufacturer when they did submit their paperwork and it causes some
confusion for them because, as | said, the majority...the rest of the states are on a
three-year cycle and we're on a four. So that would help our agency alleviate some of
the confusion from the other states on a three-year cycle. [LB771]

SENATOR COASH: Are we 1 of 40, we 1 of 50 states that is on three or are we...
[LB771]

JIM HEINE: I'm not exactly certain how many of the states, but I do...but | know that the
states that have the propensity, the cigarette propensity act, are on three years. So |
can't tell you how many states that are on that. [LB771]

SENATOR COASH: Okay. All right. Okay. Thank you very much. [LB771]

SENATOR KARPIS