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NEBRASKA DRY BEAN COMMISSION MEMBERS  

AS OF JULY, 2012 

 

PROCESSORS REPRESENTATI VES 

 

Nolan Berry    P.O. Box 462   Term – Second 

New Alliance Bean    Gering, NE 69341  May 30, 2011 

     (308)436-5849   May 20, 2014 

 

Courtney Schuler   801 Railroad   Term – First 

Stateline Bean Producers Coop  Gering, NE 69341  December, 2011 

(completing Don Orr’s term)  (308)436-2186   May 30, 2013 

 

Brian Kaman     1520 Ave B   Term – First 

Kelley Bean Company   Scottsbluff, NE 69361  June 16, 2012 

     (308)635-2338    May 30, 2015 

 

GROWERS REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Steven Benzel    6180 Otoe Road  Term – Second 

District I    Alliance, NE 69301  May 30, 2011 

     (308)762-8852   May 30, 2014 

 

Wes Ullrich    60287 Sunflower Road  Term – Second 

District II    Mitchell, NE 69357  May 30, 2012 

     (308)641-2772   May 30, 2015 

 

Craig Henkel    7326 Road 110   Term – Second 

District III    Bayard, NE 69334  May 30, 2012 

     (308)631-5221   May 30, 2015 

         

 

Cindi Allen    450 Road East 60  Term – First 

District IV    Ogallala, NE 69153  August 8, 2011 

(completing term)   (308)284-4980   May 30, 2013 

 

Rodney Loose    170478 County Road C  Term – First 

At-Large Dist I & II    Mitchell, NE 69357  May 30, 2011 

     (308)623-2002   May 30, 2014 

 

Ex Officio – Linda Boeckner, Director   Lynn Reuter, Office 

Panhandle Research & Extension Center   4502 Ave I, Scottsbluff, NE 69361 

4502 Ave I      (308)632-1285 

Scottsbluff, NE 69361     E-mail: dryediblebeans@nebraska.gov 

(308)632-1254 

E-mail:lboeckne@unlnotes.unl.edu 
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NEBRASKA DRY BEAN COMMISSION 

FISCAL REPORT 

July 1, 2012-June 30, 2013 

 

     FY 12-13 Budget  Total Expenses 

Beginning Cash Balance     $138,080.80      $138,080.80 

 

REVENUE 

   Dry Bean Check-off fees    $251,000.00      $267,235.80 

   Investment Interest     $    4,500.00                 $    2,868.02 

   Reimbursements     $           0.00      $       862.50  

       Total Revenue      $255,500.00      $270,966.32 

 

REFUND PROGRAM 

   Grower Refund Expense    $   9,000.00      $    7,178.76  

   Processor Refund Expense    $   1,000.00      $       124.79 

         Total Refund Expense    $ 10,000.00      $    7,303.55 

 

TOTAL AVAILABLE CASH   $383,580.80      $401,743.57 

 

EXPENDITURES 

   Administration     $  53,290.00      $  48,684.35 

   Promotion/Education    $100,000.00      $  58,860.54 

   Grant Expense     $166,586.67      $166,013.86 

   Board Expense     $  24,500.00      $  18,613.28  

   Dept of Ag Contract     $    8,036.00      $    5,945.64 

      Total Expenditures    $352,412.67      $298,117.67 

 

ENDING CASH BALANCE   $  31,168.13      $103,625.90 
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NEBRASKA DRY BEAN COMMISSION 

FY 2012-13 APPROVED RESEARCH CONTRACTS 

 

DB2012-01 Increasing the production, efficiency and market value of dry edible beans   $25,000.00 

  through a collaborative, integrated research and extension program 

  at the Panhandle Research and Extension Center (Boeckner) 

 

DB2012-02 Influence of different levels of corn residue on per-emergence and post-        $ 7,000.00 

  Emergence herbicide performance in dry beans (Wilson) 

 

DB2012-03 Breeding great northern, pinto, small red, black, large red kidney and      $58,700.00 

  cranberry beans for multiple disease resistance with high performance 

  In western Nebraska. (Urrea) 

 

DB2012-04 Evaluation of dry bean cultivars for performance in Western Nebraska      $ 9,500.00 

  (Schild, Urrea) 

 

DB2012-05 Effects of residue cover, tillage and cropping system/rotation length     $12,000.00 

  On insect and disease pressure in dry beans (Hergert, Harveson,  

  Bradshaw). 

 

DB2012-06 Monitoring bean pathogen variation and screening breeding lines       $ 8,060.00 

  With relevant pathogen races/isolates for multiple disease resistance 

  (Steadman, Urrea, Schild, Harveson) 

 

DB2012-07 Optimum plant population of dry beans as influenced by plant        $ 4,000.00 

  Architecuture (Schild, Yonts) 

 

DB2012-08 Identifying sources and mapping genes for bacterial wilt resistance      $ 6,000.00 

  And mapping resistance genes (Urrea) 

 

  Planter agreement            $ 4,826.67 

 

DB2012-09     Incorporating dry-edible beans flour into noodles (phase II)                            $ 15,000.00 

                        Dr. Wajira Ratnayke 

 

       

     Total Research Contracts                 $150 ,089.67 
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Overview of FY 12-13 International Promotions Program 

 The mission of the NDBC is to increase the consumption of dry beans on a domestic and 

international basis through research, education and promotion programs. 
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Nebraska Dry Bean Commission 

FY 12-13 Promotions Activities 

China Trade Mission and Sino-US Dry Bean Seminar 

  The Nebraska Department of Agriculture (NDA), along with the Nebraska Dry Bean Commission (NDBC) 

joined the FAS Beijing Agricultural Trade Office to continue a program to promote the use of Nebraska dry 

beans within China.  NDA and NDBC funded research are the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to show how 

dry beans can be used in various ways.  

  Through the Foreign Ag Service Emerging Market Program, the FAS Beijing ATO brought a Chinese 

delegation of food manufacturers to Nebraska in late June 2012, to see first-hand how to take advantage of 

the low-cost, high-protein supply of Nebraska dry beans.  The delegation participated in a seminar to learn 

about Nebraska’s dry bean industry, the University of Nebraska Panhandle Research and Extension Center’s 

dry bean breeding program and toured the Stateline Bean Producers facility in Gering, NE.   

While in Lincoln, the group toured the University of Nebraska Food Processing Center and participated in a 

demonstration where different percentages of dry bean powder were added to Chinese style noodles. 

  In August 2012, representative of the Nebraska dry bean industry participated in a one-day food ingredient 

seminar in Beijing, China.  Attending this seminar were Cindi Allen, dry bean grower and Lynn Reuter, 

NDBC Executive Secretary along with Dr. Wajira Ratnayake and Dr. Devin Rose, UNL Food Processing 

Center, and Dr. Elizabeth Arndt, ConAgra Foods.  The 2012 Sino-US Food Ingredient seminar was attended 

by over 150 participants from China’s food manufacturing companies and graduate and undergraduate food 

science students.  While in Beijing, China the group had meetings with several Chinese noodle manufacturing 

companies who were interested in learning about Nebraska’s dry bean industry and how the Chinese might 

utilize Nebraska grown dry beans in their noodle manufacturing industry. 

  2012 was the second dry bean seminar in Beijing, China and the third trade mission the NDBC participated 

in since 2010. 

Promotion and consumer education have been the focus of this international project. 
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French Reverse Trade Mission 

 

The NDBC, in conjunction with the US Dry Bean Council, sponsored a French Reverse Trade 

Mission in September 2012.  This reverse trade team was comprised of representatives from the 

leading dry bean canning and processing sectors of France.   

 

While in Nebraska the participants had the opportunity to visit Scottsbluff area dry bean 

processing facilities, were able to see the quality of the 2012 crop and to visit dry bean 

producer’s fields to witness dry bean harvest first-hand.   

 

French buyers are typically interested in purchasing great northern beans produced in Western 

Nebraska because of their bright color and consistent quality. 

 

The US Dry Bean Council, through the use of Foreign Market Access and Foreign Market 

Development funding received from the USDA’s Foreign Market Access program, aid in 

funding the travel expense for reverse trade missions such as this. 

 

The Nebraska Dry Bean Commission continued 

its membership in the US Dry Bean Council in 

FY 2012-2013. 

 

Nebraska Dry Bean Commission sets sights 

on trade expansion in Turkey. 

 
Cindi Allen of Ogallala, Nebraska and District IV 

Nebraska Dry Bean Commission member did not 

hesitate to start packing when the call came to 

represent the Nebraska Dry Bean Commission 

(NDBC) in Turkey.  Acting Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, Michael Scuse, lead a U.S. Trade 

Delegation to Istanbul, Turkey the early part of June 2013.  The delegation represented more than 20 

companies, six state departments of agriculture, and numerous agricultural organizations seeking to tap 

into Turkey’s expanding market.  “People around the world continue to demand U. S. food and 

agricultural products, boosting American businesses and supporting our rural communities,” said Scuse.  

Allen noted, “Turkey has moved from a major producer to a major importer of dry beans.  This gives both 

Nebraska dry bean growers and processors an incredible window for opportunity.”  Allen added, “Trade 

agreements are becoming enormous in their scope and reach.  Turkey spans between Europe and Asia.  

As a result, Turkey is a very strategic center of commerce for U.S. agricultural trade and     Nebraska dry 

beans.      

A dynamic mix of government officials, private companies, and traders, all with agricultural interests, set 

the stage as an opportunistic event for NDBC participation.  The Agricultural Trade Mission (ATM) to 

Turkey was brought to the attention of the Nebraska Dry Bean Commission through Nebraska’s 

Department of Agriculture, Trade Representative Stan Garbacz, who attended the trade mission to 

represent Nebraska’s diverse agricultural community.   
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The goals for this trade mission were to: 

 

1. Obtain information about the potential for exporting dry beans into the Turkish market by meeting with 

buyers. 

2. Share information about Nebraska Dry Bean Commission and NDBC members. 

3. Encourage buyers to get quotes from Nebraska for the purpose of purchasing Nebraska-grown dry 

beans. 

4. Promote the industry through photos depicting the nutritional quality, safety, and security of Nebraska 

dry beans. 

5. Tell our story of technology in farming practices and continued research to assure our international 

buyers and customers a high-end, quality product. 

6. Gain a better understanding of the Turkish culture for the purpose of building strong partnerships. 

Nebraska is rated third in dry bean production within the United States.  Because of this, it’s vital to 

NDBC to continue to promote the consumption of dry beans at home and abroad.  As the dry bean market 

expands it is also necessary to ensure the success of growers through research, increased production, and 

ongoing participation in emerging markets. 

The Nebraska Dry Bean Commission looks for opportunities to increase the consumption of dry beans, 

educate the consumer about the health benefits of beans, and continue to fund research that aligns with the 

goals of the NDBC. 

Domestic Promotion Program 

Nebraska Agriculture and You 

Telling consumer the story of Nebraska grown dry edible beans became a reality when the Nebraska Dry 

Bean Commission was invited to partner with the Nebraska Department of Agriculture’s publication,  

The Nebraska Department of Agriculture partnered with Journal Communications, Inc. to launch this 

innovative magazine featuring Nebraska’s number one industry, Agriculture.  

The goal of this publication is to educate consumers and influencers about the important role Nebraska’s 

farmers, ranchers and agribusinesses play in their daily lives, in the state’s economy and in the global 

market place. 

Copies of the Nebraska Agriculture and You will be distributed to waiting rooms across Nebraska in hope 

consumers will take the opportunity to learn about Nebraska’s diverse agriculture industry and take home 

several healthy tips. 

FARM HARVEST FALL FESTIVAL/UNL EXPO 

The Farm and Ranch Museum in Gering, NE was the stage for opportunities for families to learn about 

the Nebraska dry bean industry and the health benefits of incorporating dry edible beans into a healthy 

diet.  During the two day event, the NDBC provided dry bean recipes and nutrition information and also 

sponsored dry bean brownies for the public to sample.  The brownies were a big hit with the kids. 

NEW PORK AND BEAN RECIPE CHALLENGE 

2012 was the third consecutive year the NDBC partnered with the Nebraska Pork Producers to sponsor 

the New Pork and Bean recipe challenge. The public response to the recipes challenge was exciting with 

over 150 entries.  The winning recipe was Jerk-spiced Pork N Bean Burger with Island Mayo ‘N 

Caribbean carrot slaw.                                     8 



2012 NEBRASKA DRY BEAN PRODUCTION 

In 2012, Nebraska dry bean production increased 25% over 2011’s production; however dry bean 

production was less than 2010 production.  In 2012, Scotts Bluff county ranked seventh in the nation for 

all dry bean production of 2400 pounds per acre.  Nebraska remained the leader in Great Northern 

production in the nation and third in total dry bean production.  

 

     2010   2011     2012 

Acres Planted   170,000            110,000   145,000 

Acres Harvested 155,000            102,000   133,000 

Yield Per Acre  2,060 pounds           2,020 pounds  2,400 pounds 

Total Production 3,193,000 cwt           2,091,000 cwt  3,191,000 cwt 

Value of Production $86,211,000.00           $89,460,000.00  $123,888,000.00 

 

 

2012 Production by Varieties 

 

 
 

2005-2012 Historical Dry Bean Production 

 
                             Cwt     
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