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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be
accomplished thereby:

Legislative Bill 334 proposes the statutory changes necessary to implement the Education
Committee’s LR 542 recommendations pertaining to the University of Nebraska and the
Nebraska State College System.  The bill would:

• Repeal language in section 2-3815 that requires the Institute of Agriculture and Natural
Resources to employ a poultry pathologist;

• Amend sections 38-2620 and 38-2622 to limit eligibility for the Nebraska Optometry
Education Assistance Contract Program to students who participated in the program in
the 2010-11 academic year.  Support for such students would continue for the remaining
academic year or years that a student is enrolled in an accredited optometry school,
subject to the current limitation provided in section 38-2623;

• Amend sections 81-1273 and 81-1275 within the Business Development Partnership Act
to make operation of the Nebraska Business Development Center at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha and the small business development centers at University and State
College campuses permissive rather than mandatory;

• Outright repeal section 85-1,104.01, which requires the University’s Cooperative
Extension Service to employ an aquaculturist.  A reference to this position in section
2-5003 would also be eliminated;

• Outright repeal sections 85-209, 85-210, 85-211, and 85-212 and amend sections 85-214
and 85-215 to eliminate the requirement for the University to operate an agricultural lab
in Box Butte County; and

• Amend section 85-1005 to make the University’s request for General Fund support for
the Nebraska Safety Center permissive rather than mandatory.
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