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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be
accomplished thereby:

The purpose of LB 156 is to allow mid-sized electric generating facilities to be considered a separate source of
emissions for purposes of the Clean Air Act emission fee even if the facility is subsequently permitted with
another larger general unit under separate ownership.

Under the Nebraska Clean Air Act, facilities that produce certain emissions are required to pay a per ton fee to
the Department of Environmental Quality to fund the administration of the Clean Air program.  There are two
caps on the emission fees paid.  One cap is four thousand tons on large facilities.  The other cap is four hundred
tons on mid-sized electric generating facilities.

LB 156 amends Section 81-1505.04 to provide that mid-sized electric generating facility would be considered a
separate emission source for the purpose of paying the emission fee even if the facility is subsequently permitted
with another general unit larger than one hundred fifteen megawatts under separate ownership.  This will allow
the mid-sized facility to retain the smaller cap even if paired under the same permit with a larger electric facility
as long as the facilities have separate ownership.
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