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LEGQ SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON 247

I ntroduced by Haar, 21.
PURPOSE: To study issues related to the devel opnment of a conprehensive
approach to reducing the environmental and health risks posed by the use or
di sposal of selected consuner products and naxini zing the opportunities for
residents to recycle these products at the end of their useful lives. Local
governments and solid waste agencies are receiving growing requests from
citizens for recycling alternatives for consuner products but face
chal l enges in increasing fees or taxes to fund these services. In addition,
many Nebraska residents do not have access to convenient and no-cost
alternatives to landfill disposal for selected consuner products. For
exanple, only thirty Nebraska communities sponsored electronic waste
collection events in 2009-2010. State grant funds that have historically
provided funding for community services such as these efforts have been
reduced by the Legislature.

Al ternative funding approaches are avail able. They include advanced
di sposal fees paid by consuners at the tine they purchase products or
ext ended producer responsibility initiatives that call on conpanies that

make a product to have a responsibility for their goods at the "end of

life." The study shall focus on examning the various strategies to
maxi mze the diversion of consumer products from landfill disposal,
exam ning available financing options, identifying consuner products of
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concern, and determ ning the advantages of establishing an overall strategy
and financing policy structure for selected consunmer products in Nebraska.

The Natural Resources Committee of the Legislature shall convene an
advi sory group conprised of individuals from Nebraska busi nesses, nonprofit
organi zations, and governnent to provide technical expertise and advice
relevant to the study. Topics to be studied shall include, but not be
limted to, the follow ng:

(1) Examine existing strategies and financing nechanisnms utilized
in North Anerica which maximze the anpbunt of recycling for selected
consuner products. This includes evaluating voluntary versus state-required
di ver si on prograns;

(2) Identify the advantages and di sadvant ages of various strategies
and financing nechanisns. This shall include possible costs and benefits
associ ated with each option;

(3) Recommend a strategy, financing nmechanism and process for
desi gnati ng consuner products for |egislative action;

(4) Recommend methods to identify and nonitor progress toward
maxi m zing the recycling of selected consunmer products; and

(5) ldentify potential priority products for future |egislative
consi derati on.

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE ONE HUNDRED
SECOND LEG SLATURE OF NEBRASKA, FI RST SESSI ON

1. That the Natural Resources Conmittee of the Legislature shall be
designated to conduct an interim study to carry out the purposes of this

resol uti on.
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2. That the conmittee shall upon the conclusion of its study nake a
report of its findings, together wth its recomendations, to the

Legi sl ative Council or Legislature.



