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1 FOR AN ACT

A BILL
relating to the Nebraska G ound Water Managenent and
Protection Act; to anmend section 46-717, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska; to provide for standing for certain
parties with respect to proceedings affecting integrated
managenent plans as prescribed; and to repeal the

original section.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 46-717, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

46-717 (1) In developing an integrated managenent plan,
the Departnent of Natural Resources and the affected natural
resources districts shall utilize the best scientific data and ot her
infornmation available and shall review and consider any rules and
regulations in effect in any existing ground water nanagenent area
t hat enconpasses all or part of the geographic area to be enconpassed
by the plan. Consideration shall be given to the applicable
scientific data and other information relied upon by the departnment
in preparing the annual report required by section 46-713 and to
other types of data and infornmation that nay be deened appropriate by
the departnent. The departnent, after seeking input fromthe affected
natural resources districts, shall specify by rule and regulation the
types of scientific data and other information that wll be
considered in developing an integrated managenent plan. The natural
resources districts shall adopt similar rules and regulations
specifying the types of scientific data and other information
necessary for purposes of this section. Existing research, data,
studi es, or any other relevant information which has been conpil ed by
or is in possession of other state or federal agencies, other natural
resources districts, and other political subdivisions within the
State of Nebraska shall be utilized. State agencies and political
subdi visions shall furnish information or data upon request of the

departnment or any affected natural resources district. Neither the
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departnment nor the natural resources districts shall be required to
conduct new research or to devel op new conputer nodels to prepare an
i ntegrated managenment plan, but such new research may be conducted or
new conput er nodels developed within the limts of available funding
if the additional information is desired by the department or the
affected natural resources districts.

(2) During preparation of an integrated nanagement plan
for a fully appropriated river basin, subbasin, or reach or of an
i ntegrated managenent plan under subdivision (1)(b) of section
46- 715, the departnent and the affected natural resources districts
shall consult with any irrigation district, reclamation district,
public power and irrigation district, nutual irrigation conpany,
canal company, or nunicipality that relies on water fromthe affected
river basin, subbasin, or reach and with other water wusers and
st akehol ders as deened appropriate by the departnent or by the
affected natural resources districts. They shall also actively
solicit public coments and opinions through public neetings and
ot her neans.

(3) If any irrigation district, reclamation district,

public power and irrigation district, nutual irrigation conpany,

canal conpany, or nmunicipality is the owner of an appropriation that

relies on water froman affected river basin, subbasin, or reach that

is included in an integrated nmnagenent plan, such irrigation

district, reclamation district, public power and irrigation district,

nutual irrigation conpany, canal conpany, or nunicipality shall have
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1 standing to participate in any l|legal or adninistrative proceedings

2 affecting such integrated nmanagenent pl an.

3 Sec. 2. Oiginal section 46-717, Reissue Revised Statutes

4 of Nebraska, is repeal ed.



