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1 FOR AN ACT relating to agriculture; to anend section 2-3815, Reissue

2 Revised Statutes of Nebraska; to provide for an
3 agricultural trade representative and state funding
4 intent; and to repeal the original section

5 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 2-3815, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

2-3815 The Departnent of Agriculture shall establish an
agriculture pronotion and devel opnent program The departnent shall
enploy a program director and one specialist in research techniques
and nmar ket devel opnment. Both individuals shall report directly to the
Director of Agriculture.

The depart nment my enpl oy an agri cul tural trade

representative who shall report directly to the Director of

Agriculture. It is the intent of the Leqgislature that the departnent

seek to fund half of the annual salary and expenditures of the

agricul tural trade representative position through cooperative

funding secured fromprivate and public entities with responsibility

and interests in expanding and servicing international markets for

Nebr aska agri cul tural products.

The University of Nebraska Institute of Agriculture and
Nat ural Resources shall enploy a poultry pathol ogist.

The program shall concentrate on the identification and
devel opnent of opportunities to enhance profitability in agriculture
and to stinulate agriculture-related economnmic devel opment. Program
activities may include, but not be limted to, (1) pronotion and
mar ket devel opnent, (2) value-added processing of alternative and
traditional commdities, (3) agricultural diversification, including
poul try devel opnent and aquaculture, (4) agricultural cooperatives,

and (5) alternative crops.
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In order to carry out the purposes of this section, the
program director may, if he or she deems necessary, convene an
advisory conmittee to assist the program director in devel opi ng and
i mpl ementing program activities. Representatives from the Nebraska
Food Processing Center, the Cooperative Extension Service of the
University of Nebraska, the comvodity boards, the Departnent of
Econoni ¢ Devel opnent, the United States Departnent of Agriculture
grant progranms, and the private sector may serve on such conmittee at
the request of the program director. If an advisory conmittee is
convened, conmittee menbers shall not receive any reinbursenent for
expenses.

The Department of Agriculture shall serve as the
facilitator, coordinator, and catalyst for devel opnents through and
with the Nebraska Food Processing Center, the Cooperative Extension
Service of the University of Nebraska, the compdity boards, the
Depart nent of Econonic Devel opnent, other state agencies, the United
States Departnment of Agriculture grant prograns, and the private
sector. It is the intent of the Legislature that the departnent
foster close working rel ationshi ps between production agriculture and
exi sting prograns for the purposes of agricultural devel opnment and
pronotion. The departnment may enter into such contracts as my be
necessary to carry out the purposes of this section

For purposes of this section, unless the context
otherwi se requires, private sector shall include, but not be Iimted

to, representatives of food industry associations, |enders, or
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1 venture capital groups.
2 Sec. 2. Oiginal section 2-3815, Reissue Revised Statutes

3 of Nebraska, is repeal ed.



