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28; Cornett, 45; Haar, 21; Howard, 9; Sullivan,

Read first time January 12, 2011

Conmi ttee: Education

A Bl LL

FOR AN ACT relating to universities and colleges; to anmend sections

2-3815, 2-5003, 38-2620, 38-2622, 81-1273,

85- 214, 85-215, and 85-1005, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska; to change and elininate provisions relating to
a poultry pathologist, an aquaculturist, the Nebraska
Optonetry Education Assistance Contract Program
Nebr aska Busi ness Devel opnent Center, the agricultural
| aboratory in Box Butte County, and the Nebraska Safety
Center; to harnonize provisions; to repeal the original
sections; and to outright repeal sections 85-1,104.01,

85-209, 85-210, 85-211, and 85-212, Reissue

St at ut es of Nebr aska.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,



LB 334 LB 334

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Section 1. Section 2-3815, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

2-3815 The Departnent of Agriculture shall establish an
agriculture pronotion and devel opnent program The departnent shall
enpl oy a program director and one specialist in research techniques
and nmar ket devel opnment. Both individuals shall report directly to the

Director of Agriculture.

I . . F | | . : .
Natural—Resourees—shall—enploy—a poultry pathologist—

The program shall concentrate on the identification and
devel opnent of opportunities to enhance profitability in agriculture
and to stimulate agriculture-related econom c devel opnent. Program
activities my include, but not be limted to, (1) pronotion and
mar ket devel opnent, (2) value-added processing of alternative and
traditional commodities, (3) agricultural diversification, including
poul try devel opnent and aquaculture, (4) agricultural cooperatives,
and (5) alternative crops.

In order to carry out the purposes of this section, the
program director may, if he or she deems necessary, convene an
advisory conmittee to assist the program director in devel opi ng and
i npl enenting program activities. Representatives from the Nebraska
Food Processing Center, the Cooperative Extension Service of the
University of Nebraska, the comopdity boards, the Departnent of
Econonic Devel opnent, the United States Departnent of Agriculture

grant programs, and the private sector nmay serve on such conmittee at
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the request of the program director. If an advisory committee is
convened, conmittee nenbers shall not receive any reinbursenent for
expenses.

The Departnent of Agriculture shall serve as the
facilitator, coordinator, and catalyst for devel opnents through and
with the Nebraska Food Processing Center, the Cooperative Extension
Service of the University of Nebraska, the compdity boards, the
Depart ment of Econonic Devel opnent, other state agencies, the United
States Departnment of Agriculture grant programs, and the private
sector. It is the intent of the Legislature that the departnent
foster close working rel ationshi ps between production agriculture and
existing prograns for the purposes of agricultural devel opnent and
pronotion. The departnment nmay enter into such contracts as may be
necessary to carry out the purposes of this section.

For purposes of this section, unless the context
otherwi se requires, private sector shall include, but not be linited
to, representatives of food industry associations, |enders, or
venture capital groups.

Sec. 2. Section 2-5003, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

2-5003 There is hereby created the Nebraska Aquacul ture
Board. The board shall consist of (1) the—aguacutturist—enployed—by
2—one enployee of the conmission who is famliar with aquatic

di sease, appointed by the secretary of the conmission, 3>—(2) one
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enpl oyee of the departnment appointed by the director, 4—(3) three
aquacul turi sts, appointed by the Governor, and {5—(4) a
representative of an industry or product which is related to or used
in aquacul ture, appointed by the Governor. The board shall elect from
its nenbers a chairperson. The terns of the nenbers of the board
shall be three vyears, except that the terns of the initial

aquacul turist nenbers of the board appointed by the Governor shall be

staggered so that one nenber is appointed for a termof one year, one
for a term of two years, and one for a term of three years, as
determ ned by the Governor. Menbers appoi nted under subdivisions (3)
and (4) anrd—{5)—of this section shall be reinbursed for their actual
and necessary expenses as provided in sections 81-1174 to 81-1177.

Sec. 3. Section 38-2620, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

38-2620 There is hereby established the Nebraska
Optonetry Education Assistance Contract Program for the purpose of
provi ding opportunities for citizens of this state desiring to pursue
study in the field of optonmetry at accredited schools and coll eges

outside the state. Eliqgibility for the program shall be limted as

provided in sections 38-2622 and 38-2623.

Sec. 4. Section 38-2622, Reissue Revised Statutes of

Nebraska, is amended to read:

38-2622 Fhe—total—nurber—of —students—receiving—annual-

Annual financial paynents made under sections 38-2620 to 38-2623

shal | pet—execeed—sixty—students—during—any—schoel—year—No—rore—than
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fi-fteen—of these students—shall—be students—enrollingin-a collegeof
epteret+y—fortheirfirst—yearof tnstruetion— be limted to students

who participated in the program in the academ c year 2010-11 and

shall continue for the remnining acadenic year or years that any such

student is enrolled in an accredited school or college of optonetry

subject to the linmtation provided in section 38-2623.

Sec. 5. Section 81-1273, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

81-1273 The Legi sl ature finds and decl ares:

(1) That the availability of business devel opnment
services at various geographic |ocations throughout the state would
result in the retention, expansion, and diversification of existing
busi nesses and the creation of new busi nesses;

(2) That the Board of Regents of the University of

Nebraska may authorize the Nebraska Busi ness Devel opnent Center- as a

department of the University of Nebraska at Oraha. The Nebraska

Busi ness Devel opnent Center, if authorized under this section, may -

shalH—mprovi de busi ness devel opnent services through a network of
snmal |  busi ness devel opnment centers at: (a) Chadron State Coll ege,

Peru State College, and Wayne State College, if authorized by the

Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges; and (b) the

University of Nebraska at Kearney, the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, and the University of Nebraska at Omha, ahrd—\Waynre—State

Coleger- if authorized by the Board of Regents of the University of

Nebr aska
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(3) That business devel opnent services nay be augnented
t hrough specialized research and technical assistance services; and

(4) That the Existing Business Assistance Division of the
Depart ment of Econom c Devel opnent shall coordi nate, administer, and
support the delivery of such services.

Sec. 6. Section 81-1275, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

81-1275 FThe—If the Nebraska Business Devel opnent Center

is authorized by the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska

pursuant to section 81-1273, the Existing Business Assistance

Di vision shall contract with the Nebraska Busi ness Devel opment Center
to admi nister, nanage, and deliver regional small business services,
and the Nebraska Busi ness Devel opnment Center shall:

(1) Provide such services as close as possible to small
busi nesses through a network of small business devel opnent centers
| ocated in Oraha, Lincoln, Kearney, Wayne, North Platte, Scottsbl uff
or Cering, Chadron, Peru, and such other conmmunities as the Existing
Busi ness Assistance Division shall determne based on the
applications of conmunities desiring to be the location of a small

busi ness devel opnent center. Small business devel opnent centers in

such communities shall not be required if the location within a

community is on property under the control of the Board of Regents of

the University of Nebraska or the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska

State Colleges and the governing body with control of such property

has not authorized such snmall busi ness devel opnent center pursuant to
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section 81-1273. In determining the location of snall business

devel opnent centers, the division shall consider several factors,
including, but not limted to: (a) Preexisting small business
devel opnent centers; (b) geographic accessibility; and (c) existing
resources such as building space and office equipment or the
willingness of a conmunity to provide sone or all of those resources.
The division shall prescribe the formof the application for |ocation
of a small business devel opnent center and take all actions necessary
in the processing of such applications;

(2) Integrate activities funded through the Business
Devel opnent Partnership Act with those funded by the United States
Smal | Business Administration or any other program supporting the
Nebraska smal | busi ness devel opnent centers;

(3) Furnish one-to-one individual counseling to small
busi nesses;

(4) Assist in technology transfer, research, and coupling
from existing sources to snmall businesses;

(5) Maintain current information concerning federal
state, and |local regulations that affect small busi nesses and counse
smal I busi ness on nethods of conpliance;

(6) Coordinate and conduct research into technical and
general small business problems for which there are no ready
sol uti ons;

(7) Provide and mmintain a conprehensive library that

contains current information and statistical data needed by small
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busi nesses;

(8) Mai nt ai n a wor Ki ng rel ati onship and open
conmuni cations with the financial and investnment communities, |egal
associ ations, local and regional private consultants, and |ocal and
regi onal small business groups and associations in order to help
address the various needs of the small busi ness comunity;

(9) Conduct indepth surveys for local snall business
groups in order to develop general information regarding the |oca
econony and general small business strengths and weaknesses in the
locality; and

(10) Provide other services as determ ned in consultation
wi th the Existing Business Assistance Division

Sec. 7. Section 85-214, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

85-214 The Board of Regents shall have control and
supervision of the research and extension centers and—agreuttural
Faberatery—est abl i shed by sections 85-201- and 85- 206;—anrd—85-2069 and
shal | appoint skillful superintendents and such other enployees as to
it appears necessary to obtain the best results. The board shall fix
the salaries and conpensation of enployees and establish such rules
and regulations as it may fromtine to ti me deem best.

Sec. 8. Section 85-215, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

85-215 The proceeds arising fromthe sale of products of

the wvarteus—research and extension centers anrd—agreuttural
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Faberatery—provided for in sections 85-201- and 85-206—and—85-209
shall be applied to the liquidation of the running expenses of the
research and extension centers ardagreuttural—taberatery—from which
they are sold, and all nobney so accruing shall be credited as com ng
from the state and be applied as a part or whole paynent of any
amount which nmay be appropriated fromthe funds of the state for the
mai nt enance of such research and extension centers. and—agreuttural-
Faberatory-—

Sec. 9. Section 85-1005, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

85-1005 (1) The Board of Regents of the University of
Nebraska nmay accept and admnister, in accordance wth proper
financial procedures at the University of Nebraska at Kearney, gifts,
grants, tuition, fees, and private funds to assist in the operation
of the center.

(2) The Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska
shalH—may request an appropriation ef—such—merey—from the GCeneral
Fund as—nmy be necessary toperimt the center to operate—efficienthy

and—to assist in the operation of the center to pronote the purposes

of sections 85-1001 to 85-1008.

Sec. 10. Oiginal sections 2-3815, 2-5003, 38-2620,
38-2622, 81-1273, 81-1275, 85-214, 85-215, and 85-1005, Reissue
Revi sed Statutes of Nebraska, are repeal ed.

Sec. 11. The following sections are outright repealed:

Sections 85-1,104.01, 85-209, 85-210, 85-211, and 85-212, Reissue
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