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Fi nal Readi ng

I ntroduced by Nordquist, 7; Mello, 5.
Read first tinme January 18, 2012

Committee: Natural Resources

A BILL
1 FOR AN ACT relating to natural gas; to create the Natural Gas Fue
2 Board; and to provide powers and duties.

3 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. (1) The Natural Gas Fuel Board is hereby

established to advise the State Energy O fice regarding the pronotion

of natural gas as a notor vehicle fuel in Nebraska. The board shal

provi de recommendati ons relating to:

(a) Di stribution, i nfrastructure, and wor kf or ce

devel opnent for natural gas to be used as a notor vehicle fuel

(b) Loans, grants, and tax incentives to encourage the

use of natural gas as a npbtor vehicle fuel for individuals and public

and private fleets; and

(c) Such other nmatters as it deens appropriate.

(2) The board shall consist of eight nenbers appointed by

the Governor. The Governor shall neke the initial appointnents by

Cctober 1, 2012. The board shall incl ude:

(a) One nenber representing a jurisdictional utility as

defined in section 66-1802;

(b) One nenber representing a netropolitan utilities

district;

(c) One  nenber representing the interests of the

transportation industry in the state;

(d) One nenber representing the interests of the business

community in the state, specifically fueling station owners or

operators;

(e) One nenber representing natural gas narketers or

pi pelines in the state;

(f) One nenber representing autonobile deal erships or
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repair businesses in the state;

(g) _One nenber representing | abor interests in the state;

and

(h) One nenber representing environnmental interests in

the state, specifically air quality.

(3) Al appointnments shall be subject to the approval of

a majority of the menbers of the Legislature if the Legislature is in

session, and if the Legislature is not in session, any appointnent to

fill a vacancy shall be tenporary until the next session of the

Legislature, at which tine a nmjority of the nenbers of the

Leqgi sl ature nmay approve or di sapprove such appoi nt nent.

(4) Menbers shall be appointed for ternms of four years,

except that of the initial appointees the terns of the nenbers

representing a jurisdictional wutility and a netropolitan utilities

district shall expire on Septenber 30, 2015, the terns of the nenbers

representing the transportation industry, the business commnity,

natural gas nmrketers or pipelines, and autonpbile deal erships or

repai r busi nesses shall expire on Septenber 30, 2014, and the terns

of the nmenbers representing |abor and environnental interests shal

expire on Septenmber 30, 2013. Menbers may be reappointed. A nmenber

shall serve until a successor is appointed and qualifi ed.

(5) A vacancy on the board shall exist in the event of

death, disability, resignation, or renpval for cause of a nenber. Any

vacancy on the board arising other than fromthe expiration of a term

shall be filled by appointnent for the unexpired portion of the term
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An appointnment to fill a vacancy shall be nade by the Governor wth

the approval of a mmjority of the Leqgislature, and any person_ so

appoi nted shall have the same qualifications as the person whom he or

she succeeds.

(6) The board shall neet at | east once annually.

(7) The nenbers shall not be reinbursed for expenses

associated with carrying out their duties as nenbers.

(8) The State Energy Ofice shall provide adm nistrative

support to the board as necessary so that the board may carry out its

duties.



