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Omaha Public Schools
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Lin Willett Bellevue Education Association

Janis Elliott Bellevue Education Association

John Deegan Bellevue Public Schools

Pat Jones Self

Dave Nabity Self

Susan Smith Self

Barton D. Bonn Self

Neutral: Representing:

Virgil Harden Grand Island Public Schools

Maddie Fennell Omaha Together One Community

Tim Fickenscher Omaha Together One Community
Mark Hoeger Omaha Together One Community

Jay Sears Nebraska State Education Association
Fred Meyer State Board of Education

Carol Krejci Omaha Education Association
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Summary of purpose and/or changes:
Concept Summary

Note: Due to the length of the legidative bill and the section by section summary included at the end of this hill
summary, the following offers a summary of concepts.

Purpose: Legislative Bill 547 would create the Nebraskadghnt Advantage Act The stated
purpose of the Act would be to increase equity stadent achievement through promotion
of diverse and inclusive student populations irostibuildings located in school districts
within and adjacent to cities of the metropolitdéass and to recognize that increased learning
opportunities through broader accessibility andusion can provide improved student
progress and achievement while permitting individehool districts to have distinct yet
cooperative identities.

Structure and Governance: The act would createSuperintendents Executive Board The
board would consist of the superintendent of eabtloal located in a county containing a
city of a metropolitan class and the superintendéetich school located in a county that has
a contiguous border of at least five miles withrsaccity of metropolitan class. The
Superintendents Executive Board would designatgdlographic area and divide it irftur
student achievement council quadrantsThese quadrants would be determined and
adjusted by the Superintendents Executive Boaocdmdorm to changes in population and
territory.

The Student Achievement Counciwould be created and would consist of seven mesnber
Six would be board members from the involved scliisificts. One member from each of
the four quadrants would be selected by the otbardomembers from the appropriate
guadrant. Two at-large members selected by allddimard members. The seventh member
would be the state student achievement coordirgipointed pursuant to section 79-11,150.
No school district within the student achievememircil quadrants shall have more than one
member on the Student Achievement Council. Thealmtembers of the Student
Achievement Council would serve staggered ternferofears with the initial terms
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commencing September 1, 2007. The Student Achiene@muncil would meet a least two
times per year and would monitor and report studehtevement. Decisions of the council
shall be made by a majority vote. The Council lstegdort biannually to the school districts.

School Building Capacity: School districts shall establish and adopt a commethodology for
determiningschool building capacityusing professionally accepted practices in the
education community, considering but not limitedrtdividual schools’ physical space,
established staffing and programs, and anticipatedliment growth for the established
attendance are for the individual buildings. Eveciiool building which is not being used
exclusively for specialized programs in each ofhssichool districts shall annually have such
capacity determined. The Superintendents Exectard shall oversee this process and
any disputes that cannot be resolved by the Exex@ward shall be investigated and
resolved by the Student Achievement Council. Schaiticts would report anticipated
enrollment in each building on or before May 1ttoe subsequent school year and the
anticipated seats available for each grade in selebol to accommodate the student
volunteer inclusion plan.

Student Voluntary Inclusion Plan: Thestudent voluntary inclusion planwould be created.
Beginning in school year 2008-09 every studentdragiin the involved districts would have
the opportunity to apply to attend any school witbiich counties pursuant to the Nebraska
Student Advantage Act and the enrollment optiorgpom.

The provisions do not require a student to applgttend any school or to attend a school
other than the building assigned by such studeesilent school district. Any student who
attended a particular school district in the psonool year shall be allowed to continue
attending such school district in the subsequeat garsuant to the enroliment option
program.

If the available seats published pursuant to théestt voluntary inclusion plan exceed the
number of applicants who contribute to the socioeaaic diversity of the receiving school,
such school district may select students to fal tamaining student voluntary inclusion plan
seats as per that school district’'s student assghplan.

Annually, all data related to student voluntaryluiston plan applicants from all school
districts participating in the plan, including, gt limited to, originating school district,
receiving school district, eligibility for free eeduced-price lunches, application date,
notification of acceptance or denial of admissiategdand other such information requested
by the Superintendents Executive Board shall berte@ to such board on or before October
31.

First priority in accepting applicants pursuantte student voluntary inclusion plan would
be given to applicants who contribute to the samoemic diversity of the receiving school.
With the exception of option enrollment, student®wontributed to the socio-economic
diversity of a school would be provided free traorsgtion

School districts participating in the student vaargy inclusion plan would be required to
maintain data on all students served pursuantg@minoliment option program, including but
not limited to, the number of students disaggregjaterace, ethnicity, participation in the
free and reduced-price lunch program, and other detided upon by the Superintendents
Executive Board. Such school districts would neima separate accounting of
transportation costs associated with provisionmarigportation or transportation
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reimbursement pursuant to the plan and would elneisedne-hundred one percent of
such transportation costs by the Department of &t

Marketing Plan: School districts included in the Act would be riegd to create a marketing
plan designed to encourage student movement betsusdnschool districts to increase
school-level socioeconomic diversity, with the goktreating integrated, inclusive schools
that reflect the diversity of the student populatio the metropolitan area. The
Superintendents Executive Board shall overseergragion of such marketing plan, and any
disputes not resolved by the Board arising outchgrocess would be investigated and
resolved by the Student Achievement Council.

Professional Development Programs: School districts included in the Act would beuggqd to
jointly create and provide professional developnpograms for such school district staff,
targeted specifically to strategies related toedéhtiated instruction, creation of inclusive
learning environments and closing achievement g&a$iool districts would be required to
maintain an accounting of the professional develemneosts contributed to the professional
development programs and the State DepartmentwfdEidn would be required to
reimburse the full amount of such professional twaent costs.

Joint Entities (Focus Schools, Academy of Excellence, Magnet Pathway Programs): For
school year 2009-10 and each year thereafter eacwokdistrict included in the Act would
be required to participate in at least one joiritgformed pursuant to the Interlocal
Cooperation Act for the purpose of creating andlemgnting a magnet pathway program, a
focus school or focus program, or an academy atleeqcce. The joint entity would be
established with and by at least three such safistricts and would be considered a
political subdivision. A joint entity may also chemto create a focus school or program or
designate a single campus in a city of the metrtgpotlass that offers instruction in pre-
kindergarten through grade twelve as an academya#llence. For the purpose of this
section:

Focus schoolvould mean a school which offers curriculum angeziences not
available in the regular curriculum, with a therhattcommences in the
elementary grades, continues through middle graddsnto high school, without
a defined attendance area; and

Magnet pathway program would mean a program which offers curriculum and
experiences not available in the regular curricyloommencing in the
elementary grades, continuing through middle gragheisinto high school, with
the different grade levels offered in different sshdistricts; is designed to foster
an innovative integrated learning environment, i@nd a school that has a
defined attendance area.

On or before March 1, 2009 and on or before Marofidach year thereafter, any student of
any school district participating in a joint entisich has established a focus school or
program or an academy of excellence pursuant maly &p attend any focus school or
program or academy of excellence being offerechbysthool districts participating in such
joint entity. Selection of students for a focue@al or program or an academy of excellence
would be on a random basis from two pools of applis. One pool shall consist of
applicants who are in free or reduced-price lundgm@ams, and one pool would consist of
applicants who do not participate in such prograifise percentage of students selected
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would be required to be as nearly equal as possilitee percentages found in the student
population of all involved districts as determirt®dthe Superintendents Executive Board.

All school districts participating in a joint entifor the establishment of a focus school or
program or an academy of excellence would togetherey students, parents, staff, and
community members for the development of themessaatl annually create a marketing
plan to educate the public about focus schoolspaograms and academies of excellence and
the opportunities they provide for improved studaetiievement. Such school districts
would cooperatively encourage student movementdmmtvechool districts to increase
school-level socioeconomic diversity, with the goftreating integrated, inclusive focus
schools and programs and academies of excelleatestitect the diversity of student
population in the school districts located in sackas. The members of the Superintendents
Executive Board shall oversee the activities regglilvy this section.

School districts participating in a focus schooposgram or an academy of excellence shall
maintain an accounting of expenses incurred spedififor the creation and implementation
of such joint entities and shall be reimbursedsiach expenses pursuant to the Tax Equity
and Educational Support Act.

The Nebraska Student Achievement Act would not ipibh school district from designing
and maintaining internal plans for the assignméstudents to schools if such plans do not
directly conflict with this act.

School District Boundaries & Organization: The boundaries of all school districts covered in
the act would remain as depicted on March 1, 2@@bcauld only be changed pursuant to
sections 79-401 to 79-4111.

Finance: Several finance provisions are developed from gions of the Nebraska Student
Advantage Act.

The Attracting Excellence to Teaching Progranwould be increased from $750,000 to
$1,000,000.

Reimbursementwould be required for various provisions of theiacluding the
development of joint entities; focus schools orgreans, academies of excellence and
magnet pathway programs; professional developnagcttransportation pursuant to the
Student Voluntary Inclusion Program.

Levy & Budget Lid Exclusions: The legislative bill would exclude amounts to pay f
the creation and establishment of focus schoatstiom and establishment of magnet
pathway programs, transportation required to impeleinthe student voluntary inclusion plan,
and for the professional development programs reduiy the act from the budget and levy
lids.

Allowances: New allowances would be developed for schookr@a covered by the
Nebraska Student Advantage Act. These includeabesfschool/academy of excellence
allowance, magnet pathway program allowance, psajaal development allowance, and
marketing allowance. Allowances that were applieatatewide including an elementary
class size, allowance, poverty allowance and lidnieglish proficiency allowance were
stricken.

School Finance Formula:The calculation of formula needs would take intocunt the
new allowances by subtracting them from the catmrieof the cost group cost and then by
adding them back in to the district by district deealculation.
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Other Finance Provisions:Several finance provisions including the cost ghofactor
and the temporary aid adjustment would be chandée. cost growth factor that would have
increased as a result of LB 1024 would be strickBlme temporary aid adjustment that was
set to expire would potentially be reinstated urtterbill.

Other Education Issues (Reporting, Achievement, & related provisions): Section 79-11,150
would be amended to rename and redefine the higlsneducation coordinator established
under LB 1024. The section would be amended te tfae Governor appointstate
student achievement coordinator(rather than the Commission of Education with a
confirmation by the state board of education asumment statute). The appointment of such
coordinator would be made on the basis of recognarel demonstrated background,
training, and interest in and knowledge of instiatdl methodology and differentiated
learning to address at-risk student populatiorduding students in poverty, limited English
proficient students, and highly mobile students.

* Duties of the Coordinator:

o Participation on the Student Achievement Coundal@gshed by section 5 of the
act

o Evaluation of programs and services which assistasing the gap in student
educational attainment between at-risk and noisétstudents; and

0 The evaluation of costs of implementing such progran order to give all
students an equal opportunity to achieve educdtmrtaomes.

o0 The coordinator would alsdevelop a planwith the input of the Superintendents
Executive Board and the Student Achievement Coudagihprove educational
attainment fomll students.The plan would be conducted and presented to the
Education Committee of the Legislature on or befdowemberl, 2008.

Section 83 of the act (new section) would reqthee@ommissioner of Education to appoint
a committee subject to confirmation by the StatarBef Education to study the possible
impact of a common levy among school districts@aumding areas with high concentrations
of students in poverty, students with limited Eslglproficiency, and highly mobile students
and student populations and the effect that suamanon levy would have in closing
academic achievement gaps for students within thoess. The committee would be
required to publish its findings on or before Jagug 2009.

Learning Community Provisions Repealed: Most provisions and all references to the Laagni
Community and Learning Community Reorganization wotld be stricken. This includes the
division of the Class V school district, learningn@munity governance structure, common levy,
elimination of net option funding in the learningnemunity and allowances.

Clauses: Both the severability clause and emergency clatesenaluded in the bill.

Section by Section Summary of LB 547

Sec. 1l egislative Bill 547 would create the Nebraska ®ntdAdvantage Act

Sec. 2.The stated purpose of the Act would be to increaggty and student achievement
through promotion of diverse and inclusive studssgulations in school buildings
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located in school districts within and adjacentitees of the metropolitan class and to
recognize that increased learning opportunitiesutin broader accessibility and
inclusion can provide improved student progressauidevement while permitting
individual school districts to have distinct yebperative identities.

Sec. 3.Section 3 of the act would creat&aperintendents Executive Board The board would
consist of the superintendent of each school locat@ county containing a city of a
metropolitan class and the superintendent of eelobad located in a county that has a
contiguous border of at least five miles with saatity of metropolitan class.

Sec. 4The Superintendents Executive Board would desigihatgeographic area and divide it
into four student achievement council quadrants.These quadrants would be
determined and adjusted by the Superintendentsuixedoard to conform to changes
in population and territory.

Sec. 5.The Student Achievement Councilwould be created and would consist of seven
members.

a) Six would be board members from the involved scluistticts.

b) One member from each of the four quadrants seldxtelde other board members from
the appropriate quadrant

c) Two at-large members selected by all school boathbers.

d) The seventh member would be the state studentwechent coordinator appointed
pursuant to section 79-11,150.

Sec. 6 No school district within the student achievememircil quadrants shall have more than
one member on the Student Achievement Council.

a) If more than one member is selected from a singhedl district, the school board of that
district shall meet and select one of the membedidates for appointment to the council

b) If the original applicant with the most votes frengquadrant is not selected by the school
board of which he or she is a member to serve eradincil, the applicant in such
guadrant with the next highest vote total, if hesloe is from a different school district,
shall be selected by the Superintendents ExecBtaed to serve on the council

c) If the original applicant with the most votes for a@-large seat is not selected by the
school board of which he or she is a member toesemvthe council, the Superintendents
Executive Board shall select the at-large appliedtit the next highest vote total from a
school district not already represented on the cibun

Sec. 7 Applicants for membership on the Student Achieven@uncil shall apply to the
Superintendents Executive Board on or before Julythe year in which the vacancy is
to be filled

i) The Superintendents Executive Board shall notifgetool board members who live
in each quadrant and on or before August 10 al sabool board members should
vote for an applicant to serve on the council fitiat quadrant.

i) The Superintendents Executive Board shall notifgetool board members who live
in the four quadrants and on or before August L8uadh school board members
should vote for at-large applicants to serve orcthncil.
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i) On or before August 15 the Superintendents Exeeoard shall notify the selected
council members and publish the names of such mesmbe

b) The initial members of the Student Achievement @dun

i) Staggered terms of for years with the initial teeaenxmencing September 1, 2007.
Quadrant 1 and 4 and one at-large member woule pear terms initially and 4-
year terms thereafter.

i) The remaining would serve 4-year terms

c) Vacancy in the Council would be caused by resignatieath, removal as a school board
member, member ceasing to reside in the approprisdrant, ineligibility or
disqualification, forfeiture of office as providég law, conviction of a felony or of any
public offense involving the violation of the schhdoard oath of office, or absence from
more than two consecutive regular meetings of dumcil unless excused.

Sec. 8.The Student Achievement Council shall meet a leestimes per year and shall monitor
and report student achievement. Decisions of el shall be made by a majority
vote. The Council shall report biannually to tike®ol districts.

Sec. 9.School districts shall establish and adopt a commethodology for determiningchool
building capacity using professionally accepted practices in theation community,
considering bun not limited to:

a) Individual schools’ physical space
b) Established staffing and programs

c) Anticipated enrollment growth for the establishéerdance are for the individual
buildings

(1) Every school building which is not being used egutaly for specialized
programs in each of such school districts shalliatip have such capacity
determined.

(2) The Superintendents Executive Board shall ovetssgtocess and any disputes
that cannot be resolved by the Executive Board bleahvestigated and resolved
by the Student Achievement Council.

Sec. 10Commencing in school year 2007-88d for each year thereafter school districts would
report anticipated enrollment in each building omefore May 1 for the subsequent
school year and the anticipated seats availabledoln grade in each school to
accommodate the student volunteer inclusion plantichated seats available would be
equal to the difference between the anticipatedlkEnent of each school building at each
grade level and the school building capacity. Toartd shall use this information to
publish, advertise, and market the anticipatedssaatilable in all school buildings.
Disputes would be investigated and resolved byStinelent Achievement Council.

Sec. 11Thestudent voluntary inclusion planwould be created. Beginning in school year
2008-09 every student residing in the involvedraitt would have the opportunity to
apply to attend any school within such countiespant to the Nebraska Student
Advantage Act and the enrollment option program.
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a) The provisions do not require a student to applgttend any school or to attend a school
other than the building assigned by such studees®lent school district.

b) Any student who attended a particular school disin the prior school year shall be
allowed to continue attending such school distndhe subsequent year pursuant to the
enrollment option program.

c) If the available seats published pursuant to thdesit voluntary inclusion plan exceed
the number of applicants who contribute to the sa@nomic diversity of the receiving
school, such school district may select student#l the remaining student voluntary
inclusion plan seats as per that school distrgttislent assignment plan.

d) Annually, all data related to student voluntarylirseon plan applicants from all school
districts participating in the plan, including, gt limited to, originating school district,
receiving school district, eligibility for free eeduced-price lunches, application date,
notification of acceptance or denial of admissiatedand other such information
requested by the Superintendents Executive Boaaiti st reported to such board on or
before October 31.

Sec. 12First priority in accepting applicants pursuanthe student voluntary inclusion plan
would be given to applicants who contribute togheioeconomic diversity of the
receiving school.

a) Contributing to the socioeconomic diversity means

i) An applicant for enrollment in a school locatedhiachool district other than the
applicant’s resident school district whoes notparticipate in the free and reduced-
price lunch program when, based upon official menstiip, the school in which
enrollment is soughtas moreof its student population enrolled in the free and
reduced-price lunch program than the average p&gerf students participating in
that program in all of the school districts papating in the plan; and

i) An applicant for enrollment in a school locatedhiachool district other than the
applicant’s resident school district wHoespatrticipate in the free and reduced-price
lunch program when, based upon official memberdhg school in which
enrollment is sought hdsssof its student population enrolled in the free and
reduced-price lunch program than the average p&gerf students participating in
that program in all of the school districts papating in the plan.

Sec. 13Annually, the Superintendents Executive Board sthetiérmine the percentage of free
and reduced-price lunch students in each distndtaeross the area covered by the
student voluntary inclusion plan. The average gmiage of such students as of
November 1 of the preceding year in each distnckthe area covered by the plan shall
be the percentage used in the plan.

Sec. 14Not withstanding 79-234 to 79-246 (option enrollmemy student accepted by a
school district covered under the act wdwes not contributeto the socio economic
diversity of the receiving schoshall not receivetransportation or transportation
reimbursement from the receiving district.

Sec. 15Not withstanding 79-234 to 79-246 (option enrollmemy student accepted by a
school district covered under the adto contributesto the socio-economic diversity of
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the receiving schodhall receivetransportation or transportation reimbursementfro
the receiving district.

a) Transportation reimbursement shall equal 285% @htileage rate provided in section
81-1176 multiplied by each mile actually and neadBstraveled on each day of
attendance.

b) When students from more than one family travektwsl in the same vehicle the
transportation allowance shall be as describedlsection (4) of section 79-611, except
that there shall be no deduction if the one-watadise from the residence is less than
three miles

c) No more than one allowance would be made to a Yaimilstudents being transported to
the same school regardless of the number of stsidieat family being transported to
such school

Sec. 16School districts participating in the student vaarg inclusion plan would be required
to maintain data on all students served pursuathtet@nrollment option program,
including but not limited to, the number of studedisaggregated by race, ethnicity,
participation in the free and reduced-price lunabgpam, and other data decided upon by
the Superintendents Executive Board. Such schetlads shall maintain a separate
accounting of transportation costs associated gritrision of transportation or
transportation reimbursement pursuant to the ptahshall be reimbursed one-hundred
one percent of such transportation costs by theafbegnt of Education.

Sec. 17School districts included in the Act would be reqdito create marketing plan
designed to encourage student movement betweersshobl districts to increase
school-level socioeconomic diversity, with the goatreating integrated, inclusive
schools that reflect the diversity of the studesyiydation in the metropolitan area. The
Superintendents Executive Board shall overseertregion of such marketing plan, and
any disputes not resolved by the Board arisingpbstich process would be investigated
and resolved by the Student Achievement Council.

Sec. 18School districts included in the Act would be reqdito jointly create and provide
professional development programs for such schigtiict’ staff, targeted specifically to
strategies related to differentiated instructiaeation of inclusive learning environments
and closing achievement gaps. Overseen by Boapiitdis investigated and resolved by
the Council.

Sec. 19School districts would be required to maintain eccainting of the professional
development costs contributed to the professioeatldbpment programs and the State
Department of Education would be required to reirabuhe full amount of such
professional development costs.

Sec. 20For school year 2009-10 and each year thereaftér gzhool district included in the Act
would be required to participate in at least onetjentity formed pursuant to the
Interlocal Cooperation Act for the purpose of cigaand implementing a magnet
pathway program, a focus school or focus prograranacademy of excellenc&he
joint entity would be established with and by at last three such school districts and
shall be considered a political subdivisionA joint entity may also choose to create a
focus school or program or designate a single canrpa city of the metropolitan class
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a)

that offers instruction in pre-kindergarten throwgghde twelve as an academy of
excellence.

For the purpose of this section:

i) Focus schoolvould mean a school which offers curriculum angeziences not
available in the regular curriculum, with a therhattcommences in the elementary
grades, continues through middle grades and imfio $thool, without a defined
attendance area; and

i) Magnet pathway programwould mean a program which offers curriculum and
experiences not available in the regular curricylnaommencing in the elementary
grades, continuing through middle grades and irgb kchool, with the different
grade levels offered in different school distrigssglesigned to foster an innovative
integrated learning environment, and is in a scliwat has a defined attendance area.

Sec. 210n or before March 1, 2009 and on or before Marofidach year thereafter, any

student of any school district participating iroa} entity which has established a focus
school or program or an academy of excellence pntdo (Section 20) the Act may
apply to attend any focus school or program or exgdof excellence being offered by
the school districts participating in such jointign On or before May 1 of each year,
the districts participating in such a joint enstyall accept or reject such applications
based on the selection guidelines described anty patrents and students of the
acceptance or rejection.

Selection of students for a focus school or progoammn academy of excellence shall be
on a random basis from two pools of applicantse Pool shall consist of applicants who
are in free or reduced-price lunch programs, arepmol shall consist of applicants who
do not participate in such programs.

i) The percentage of students selected would be exfjtorbe as nearly equal as
possible to the percentages found in the studgnilption of all involved districts as
determined by the Superintendents Executive Board.

Sec. 22All school districts participating in a joint entifor the establishment of a focus school

or program or an academy of excellence shall tegettirvey students, parents, staff, and
community members for the development of themesshall annually create a

marketing plan to educate the public about focus $molsand programs and academies
of excellence and the opportunities they providerfgroved student achievement. Such
school districts shall cooperatively encourage estidnovement between school districts
to increase school-level socioeconomic diversityhwhe goal of creating integrated,
inclusive focus schools and programs and acadevhiescellence that reflect the

diversity of student population in the school degrlocated in such areas. The members
of the Superintendents Executive Board shall owetise activities required by this
section.

Sec. 23School districts participating in a focus schoopavgram or an academy of excellence

shall maintain an accounting of expenses incurmpedifically for the creation and
implementation of such joint entities and shalf&enbursed for such expenses pursuant
to the Tax Equity and Educational Support Act.
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Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

24The Nebraska Student Achievement Act would not iibla school district from
designing and maintaining internal plans for th@grement of students to schools if such
plans do not directly conflict with this act.

25The boundaries of all school districts coverechimact would remain as depicted on
March 1 2006 and could only be changed pursuasgd¢tons 79-401 to 79-4111.

26 Section 9-812 would be amended to increase theaditm from the Education
Innovation Fund to the Attracting Excellence to dleag Program Cash Fund from
$750,000 to $1,000,000.

27 Section 13-503 would be amended to remove refesaiodearning communities.
Section 13-508 would be amended to remove refesaiocdearning communities.

28Section 13-511 would be amended to remove refesaiodearning communities.
29Section 77-1601.02 would be amended to removearfes to learning communities.
30Section 77-1614 would be amended to remove refesstaclearning communities.
31Section 77-1624 would be amended to remove refesetaclearning communities.

32Section 77-1702 regarding warrants would be ametwegimove references to learning
communities and would insert “joint entity creafmdsuant to the Nebraska Student
Advantage Act.”

33Section 77-1704.01 would be amended to removearfes to learning communities.
34 Section 77-1708 would be amended to remove refesetaclearning communities.
35Section 77-1772 would be amended to remove refesetaclearning communities.

36Section 77-2201 regarding warrants would be ametwegimove references to learning
communities and insert “joint entity created purdua the Nebraska Student Advantage
Act.”

37Section 77-2202 regarding warrants would be ametwesmove references to learning
communities and insert “joint entity created purdua the Nebraska Student Advantage
Act.”

38Section 77-3442 would be amended to remove refesstacmaximum levy and all levy
authority applicable to learning communities argkm language to exclude from the levy
lid amounts to pay for the creation and establigitroéfocus schools, creation and
establishment of magnet pathway programs, trarsgamtrequired to implement the
student voluntary inclusion plan, and for the pssfenal development programs required
by the act.

39Section 79-102 would be amended to prohibit theenmant of boundaries of a Class Il
school district covered by the act except as pexviet section 79-401 to 79-4111. It
would also amend the definition of a Class V sclibsirict as one embracing territory
having a population of two hundred thousand or nmanabitants with a city. The
boundaries of a Class V school district would n@plermitted to expand upon the
annexation by a city of the metropolitan class ihiterritory of another school district
except as provided in section 79-401 to 79-4114e Jection would also be amended to
strike references to the Learning Community Redrgdion Act.
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Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

40Section 79-233 would be amended to strike a reterémlearning community and to
change the definition of option student and opsohool district.

41 Section 79-238 would be amended to include a reéeréo the Nebraska Student
Advantage Act as an exception to setting standardscceptance and rejection of option
students.

42 Section 79-407 dealing with boundaries of schosiritits affected by the Act would be
amended to strike references to learning commuamityamended to provide an
exception related to the title of all school builgls within the territory of a Class 1l
school district as provided for section 79-473 #irdugh interlocal agreements to create
focus schools or programs or academies of excalpacsuant to section 20 of the act.

43Section 79-408 dealing with the territory of Cl&g¢sschool districts would be amended
to remove references to learning community.

44 Section 79-413 dealing with the State CommittedRfeorganization would be amended
to strike references to learning community and waifectively allow the state
committee to create new school districts accortiingorganization procedures

45Section 79-415 dealing with reorganization wouldabeended to strike references to
learning community.

46 Section 79-416 dealing with reorganization wouldabeended to strike references to
learning community.

47 Section 79-433 dealing with reorganization wouldabeended to strike references to
learning community.

48 Section 79-452 dealing with the dissolution of Glasr Il school districts would be
amended to strike references to learning community.

49 Section 79-458 dealing with freeholder petitionaulddoe amended to strike the
exception for districts in a learning community.

50Section 79-458.01 would be amended to strike ret&®to learning community.
51Section 79-467 would be amended to strike referetwearning community.

52Section 79-468 would be amended to strike annexatkaeptions due to learning
community and inserts new language that would nadlkechool property located in
annexations the property of the school districtrfittie primary class city.

53Section 79-473 would be amended to strike refeetewboundary protections afforded
by learning community language. No language iertiesl to protect boundaries under
this section of the act. New language is inseidgaiovide for an exception from
negotiating over annexed territory for districtslanthe Student Advantage Act.
Subsection (4) dealing with application for appiayaa final plat substitutes the learning
community language with a description of districtsered under the Student Advantage
Act.

54 Section 79-479 dealing with district boundaries ldanclude a new reference to 79-
549.

55Section 79-527 would be amended to strike referetwearning communities, learning
community coordinating councils, and reportinghte tommissioner of education.
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Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

56 Section 79-528 would be amended to strike refereregegorting requirements for
learning communities and insert in subsection énéapy requirements for enroliment
magnet pathway programs, focus schools, acaderheesellence, and the student
voluntary inclusion plan.

57 Section 79-549 would be amended to strike languaigéing school districts in a
learning community and the issue of whether tofbégihave a caucus for nominations
of board members.

58Section 79-611 would be amended to strike referetwéearning community and
amend to require districts subject to the Nebr&tkialent Advantage Act to provide free
transportation for students as provided in Sectibof the Act.

59Section 79-760 would be amended to strike referetwearning communities and
amended to require the department to adopt a Stumhtrecord data system, track
student progress, implement a standard graduadterand collect information regarding
programs and cost of programs provided to addregsrty and LEP.

60Section 79-850 would be amended to strike a reéerémthe Learning Community
Reorganization Act.

61Section 79-979 would be amended to strike refeet@€lass V school districts
created under the Learning Community Reorganizaiicin

62Section 79-1002 would be amended to strike and neétvimbent language relating to
recognizing program costs and allowances for pgwert limited English proficiency.

63Section 79-1003 would amend the definitioradfusted general fund operating
expenditures to include new allowances under the act (profesdidevelopment
allowance, marketing allowance, focus school ogpam and academy of excellence
allowance, magnet pathway program allowance). seoion is also amended to strike
references to learning communities and in subsedioexpands the definition of
transportation allowance to include provisions fribva act related to the transportation
pursuant to section 11 of the act dealing withstuelent voluntary inclusion plan.

64 Section 79-1007.01 would be amended to strike poigear reference and align a
reference to 79-1007.02.

65Section 79-1007.02 would be amended as follows:

a) In subsection (2) references to implementationsdateer 2008-09 would be stricken.

b) In subsection (3) formula need for school fiscary2008-09 and each year thereafter

would be equal to the sum of the local system’'sdpartation allowance, special receipts
allowance, professional development allowance, ptarg allowance, focus school or
program and academy of excellence allowance, magktvay program allowance, and
distance education and telecommunications allowpheethe formula cost per student
multiplied by the system’s adjusted formula student

In subsection (5) formula need would be amendeppby to 2007-08 and each school
fiscal year thereafter and would apparently extdedemporary aid adjustment factor.
The subsection would be amended to include theepsadnal development allowance,
marketing allowance, focus school or program aratlamy of excellence allowance, and
the magnet pathway program allowance and strikeique allowances. The subsection
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d)

also is amended to include an alternative needilzdion that would be equal to the prior
year formula need multiplied by one hundred perdahe school district’s general fund
levy was at or above ninety-nine cents.

Provisions adopted in LB 1024 would be eliminateduding, the elementary class size
allowance, focus school and program allowance téichEnglish proficiency allowance,
and the poverty allowance.

Sec. 66Section 79-1007.05 would be amended to describedlealation of four allowances to

a)

b)

d)

take effect for school fiscal year 2008-09 and egedr thereafter:

Thefocus school and program or academy of excellenc#avance for each school
district participating in a joint entity providirgyfocus school or program or an academy
of excellence pursuant to the Nebraska Student Atdga Act. The allowance would
equal the statewide average general fund operakpgnditure per formula student
multiplied by .50 and then multiplied by the numbéparticipating students. For the
purposes of reporting and state aid such studemtédvbe considered students of their
resident school district regardless of the locatibthe school building they attend.

Themagnet pathway program allowancewvould equal the statewide average general
fund operating expenditures per formula studemholtiplied by 0.10 then multiplied by
the number of students participating in a magnttvpay program. For the purposes of
reporting and state aid such students participatirgmagnet pathway program would be
considered students of the school district whidy thttend.

Theprofessional development allowancér each school district participating in
providing such a program under section 18 of thevacld equal the sum expended by
the school district on professional developmengpmms.

The department would determine tharketing allowancefor each school district
participating in a marketing plan. The allowanaad equal the sum expended by the
school district on marketing programs developedpaint to section 17 of the act.

Sec. 67 Section 79-1008.01 would be amended to strike eafegs to learning community.

Subsections 5 & 6 [dealing with small school siahtion] would be amended to include
that any aid available for distribution under thesbsections would be distributed
pursuant to equalization aid

Sec. 68Section 79-1008.02 would be amended to strike @afers applicable to learning

communities.

Sec. 69Section 79-1022 would be amended to strike refegapplicable to learning

communities.

Sec. 70Section 79-1024 would be amended to strike refe@gapplicable to learning

communities.

Sec. 71Section 79-1026 would be amended to strike “folostlyears prior to 2008-09”.
Sec. 72Section 79-1028 would be amended strike refereappkcable to learning

a)

communities and insert language applicable to reqments of the Nebraska Student
Advantage Act as follows:

In subsection (8) a school district subject toAlsewould be able to exceed its
applicable allowable growth rate ban an amount keiguiae increases imansportation
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expendituresincurred due to the provision of student transggarh to incoming students
pursuant to thetudent voluntary inclusion planin section 11 of the act.

b) In subsection (9) a school district would be ablexceed its applicable allowable growth
rate by a specific dollar amount equal to the iases in expenditures for the creation and
implementation of &cus school or program or an academy of excellenpairsuant to
the act. References to previous LB 1024 provisinasiding the poverty allowance,
elementary class size allowance, limited Englisifipiency allowance and learning
community focus school allowance that were defiaedall stricken.

¢) In subsection (10) a school district would be dblexceed its applicable allowable
growth rate by the specific amount expended forctieation and implementation of
professional development programs and marketing prgrams under the act.

d) In subsection (11) a school district would be dblexceed its applicable allowable
growth rate by a specific dollar amount equal tpexditures for the creation and
implementation ofmagnet pathway programspursuant to the Nebraska Student
Advantage Act

Sec. 73Section 79-1033 would be amended to strike refe@®mw learning communities.
Sec. 74Section 79-1074 would be amended to strike refe@®hz learning communities.
Sec. 75Section 79-1075 would be amended to strike refe@®mw learning communities.
Sec. 76Section 79-1083 would be amended to strike refe@®hw learning communities.
Sec. 77Section 79-1084 would be amended to strike refe@®hz learning communities.
Sec. 78Section 79-1086 would be amended to strike refe@®hw learning communities.
Sec. 79Section 79-10,120 would be amended to strike ret&®to learning communities.
Sec. 80Section 79-10,126 would be amended to strike ret&®to learning communities.

Sec. 81Section 79-11,150 would be amended to rename aledfime the high-needs education
coordinator established under LB 1024. The seationld be amended to have the
Governor appoint atate student achievement coordinatofrather than the Commission
of Education with a confirmation by the state boafr@ducation as in current statute).
The appointment of such coordinator would be maudthe basis of recognized and
demonstrated background, training, and intereahthknowledge of instructional
methodology and differentiated learning to addegsssk student populations, including
students in poverty, limited English proficientdguts, and highly mobile students.

a) Duties of the Coordinator:
i) Participation on the Student Achievement Coundaldsshed by section 5 of the act

i) Evaluation of programs and services which assistdsing the gap in student
educational attainment between at-risk and noisatstudents; and

iii) The evaluation of costs of implementing such progran order to give all students
an equal opportunity to achieve educational out@ome

iv) The coordinator would alsdevelop a planwith the input of the Superintendents
Executive Board and the Student Achievement Couadihprove educational
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attainment fomll students.The plan would be conducted and presented to the
Education Committee of the Legislature on or befdowemberl, 2008.

Sec. 82Section 83 of the act (new section) would requiee@ommissioner of Education to

appoint a committee subject to confirmation by $tate Board of Education sbudy the
possible impact of a common levamong school districts surrounding areas with high
concentrations of students in poverty, studentk fmited English proficiency, and
highly mobile students and student populationstheceffect that such a common levy
would have in closing academic achievement gapsttatents within those areas. The
committee would be required to publish its findirgsor before January 1, 2009.

Sec. 83Severability clause

Sec. 840riginal sections amended (as per section by sestimmary)

Sec. 85Sections outright repealed:

a)
b)
c)

d)

)
9)

h)

Sections 79-4,117 to 79-4,130: Learning Communggnganization Act
Section 79-769: Learning Community focus schooiriédn

Sections 79-1007.03, 79-1007.04, 79-1007.06 toO10: Finance provisions
adopted in LB 1024.

i) 79-1007.03 School fiscal year 2008-09 and subséddiseal years; adjusted formula
students for local system; calculation.

i) 79-1007.04 Elementary class size allowance; cdioula
iii) 79-1007.06 Poverty allowance; calculation.

iv) 79-1007.07 Financial reports relating to povertgvaance; department; duties;
report; appeal of department decisions.

v) 79-1007.08 Limited English proficiency allowancelaulation.

vi) 79-1007.09 Financial reports relating to limitedglish proficiency; department;
duties; report; appeal of department decisions.

vii) 79-1007.10 Cost growth factor; computation

79-1026.01 School fiscal year 2008-09 and subsédiseal years; applicable allowable
growth rate; determination; target budget level.

79-1073 General fund property tax receipts; leaymommunity coordinating council;
certification; division; distribution.

79-1073.01 Learning communities; special buildiagds; distribution.

79-10,126.01 Class V school district member ofdegay community; school tax;
additional levy; funds established.

Sections 79-2101 to 79-2110: Learning Communityisions
i) 79-2101 Learning Community, defined; authoritygay taxes; when.

i) 79-2102 Establishment of new learning communityr&ery of State; certification;
learning community coordinating council; appointmeneeting; report.

iii) 79-2103 State Department of Education; transitidn a
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iv) 79-2104 Learning community coordinating councilyyees.

v) 79-2105 Coordinating council; membership; vacaesygenses.

vi) 79-2106 Official action of learning community coworating council; requirements.
vii) 79-2107 Boundaries of certain school districtsuregments.

viii)  79-2108 Integration and diversity plan; learninghoounity coordinating council,
duties; report.

iX) 79-2109 Integration task force; members; integrafilan; contents; meetings;
powers and duties; expenses.

X) 79-2110 School building maximum capacity; atten@sa@as; school board; duties;
application to attend school outside attendance; am@cedure; continuing student;
notice.

Explanation of amendments, if any:

Senator Ron Raikes, Chairperson
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